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Part I

SECTION A - SOLICITATION/CONTRACT FORM

A.1  GENERAL INFORMATION

Section L of this solicitation contains important information about the preparation of
proposals for this procurement. Offerors are expected to examine the schedule and all
instructions and to furnish the information required by this RFP.

A.2  ISSUING OFFICE

This RFP is issued by the Contracts, Policy and Oversight Division of the National
Science Foundation, which is the only point of contact for this procurement.  Proposals
and any inquiries concerning this solicitation must be submitted in writing to the
following:

National Science Foundation
Contracts, Policy and Oversight
Attn: Danny N. Price
Suite 475
4201 Wilson Boulevard
Arlington, VA 22230

All proposals MUST be labeled as follows:

  Mailroom:  DO NOT OPEN (RFP CPO 99-020)
Deliver Directly to Room 475

Proposals, including modifications, received at the issuing office after the closing date
and time specified on the cover page of this solicitation will be considered as late
submissions and handled accordingly.  As used in the referenced FAR provision titled
“Late Submissions, Modifications, and Withdrawals of Proposals,” the term “mail” does
not include materials sent by means of express delivery services other the U.S. Postal
Service Express Mail Next Day Service-Post Office to Addressee.  Proposals
submitted by means of express delivery services other than the U.S. Postal Service
Express Mail Next Day Service-Post Office to Addressee will be considered the same
as hand-carried submissions.

Be advised that the NSF facility identified above is secured.  All individuals seeking
entrance to the building must be admitted in accordance with established procedures by
security personnel.  All packages must be carried to Room P35 and examined prior to
their delivery at Room 475.  In accordance with FAR Subpart 15.208, offerors are
responsible for submitting proposals, and any modifications to the same, so as to arrive at
the location specified herein prior to the date and time established for the receipt of
proposals.
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A.3  CONTRACT TYPE/PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE

As a result of this solicitation, the Government intends to award one or more cost-plus-
fixed-fee, indefinite-delivery, indefinite-quantity (task order, completion type)
contract(s).  It is anticipated that the period of performance will be five (5) years for each
contract awarded.

A.4  INQUIRIES

Inquiries concerning any areas which, in the offeror’s opinion, require clarification or
correction, must be submitted in writing to the issuing office within TEN (10) days of the
issuance date reflected on SF33 of this RFP.  Address all correspondence to Danny N.
Price at “dprice@nsf.gov” or the address noted in Section A.2 above.  Answers to
substantive questions will be provided within approximately TWENTY (20) days of the
issuance date of the RFP.  Please note that telephone inquires will not be accepted.

[END OF SECTION]
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SECTION B - SUPPLIES OR SERVICES AND PRICES/COSTS

B.1  BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SUPPLIES OR SERVICES

The contractor shall provide “Technical Support for Accountability and Assessment of
Programmatic Evaluation” for NSF’s Directorate for Education and Human Resources
(EHR) in accordance with the requirements of this document and the statement of work
for each task order issued hereunder.

B.2  ESTIMATED COST AND FIXED FEE

a. The estimated costs of the contract shall be the total estimated costs of all task orders
awarded under the contract.

b. The fixed fee for this contract shall be the total fixed fee of all task orders awarded
under this contract.  NSF intends to negotiate fixed fee on a per task order basis.
The fixed fee shall be paid in installments based on the percentage of work
completed, as determined by the Contracting Officer, and subject to the withholding
provisions of the clauses “Allowable Cost and Payment” and “Fixed Fee”
incorporated herein.  Payment of fixed fee shall not be made in less than monthly
increments.

c. The Government guarantees a contract minimum of $100,000.

d. Regardless of the expenditure rate and total expenses to be incurred by the contractor
during the performance of each task order issued hereunder, the contractor must at all
times ensure that sufficient funds are reserved for the completion of each authorized
task order to include the preparation and submission of the final report, if applicable.

e. The Contracting Officer may unilaterally allot additional funds to task orders that are
incrementally funded.

B.3  PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO DIRECT COSTS

This article will prohibit or restrict the use of contract funds, unless otherwise approved
by the Contracting Officer for: (1) Acquisition, by purchase or lease, of any intent in real
property; (2) Special rearrangement or alteration of facilities; (3) Purchase or lease of any
item of general purpose office furniture or office equipment regardless of dollar value;
(4) Government Property; and (5) Research Funding.
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B.4  ADVANCE UNDERSTANDING

Specific elements of cost, which normally require prior written approval of the
Contracting Officer before incurrence of the cost (e.g., consultant fees, subcontracts) will
be included hereunder if the Contracting Officer has granted his/her approval in the pre-
award negotiation process.

B.5  INDIRECT COST RATES

In accordance with Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) (48 CFR Chapter 1) Clause
52.216-7 "Allowable Cost and Payment," incorporated by reference in this contract in
Part II, Section I, the contractor shall be responsible for submitted current negotiated rate
information to the cognizant contract specialist (TBD) on not less than an annual basis:

Contract Specialist (TBD)
Division of Contracts, Policy and Oversight
National Science Foundation
4201 Wilson Boulevard, Room 475
Arlington, Virginia  22230

The rates approved by a firm’s cognizant government auditor are hereby incorporated
without further action of the Contracting Officer.

[END OF SECTION]
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SECTION C - DESCRIPTION/WORK STATEMENT\SPECIFICATIONS

C.1  BACKGROUND

The National Science Foundation is an independent agency of the Federal Government
established in 1950 to promote and advance scientific progress in the United States.  The
Foundation does this by sponsoring science and engineering research and research-related
activities including physical infrastructure and activities in science and engineering
education.

The Directorate for Education and Human Resources (EHR) has primary responsibility
for NSF’s efforts to provide national leadership in improving science, mathematics,
engineering, and technology (SMET) education.  Its comprehensive and coordinated
programs address every education level, including faculty early career development and
science literacy in the general public.  EHR also has responsibility for carrying out
studies and preparing reports for NSF’s Education and Training Portfolio, a set of
programs that address education outcomes but are often located in Directorates other than
EHR.

The Division of Research, Evaluation and Communication (REC) carries out multiple
functions within EHR.  In addition to administering research programs, which are not
part of this competition, REC is charged with:

1. working with Programs to devise, implement and report results of accountability
systems for GPRA;

2. designing and supervising 3rd party evaluations of EHR programmatic activities;
3. assisting programs in carrying out monitoring of their projects;
4. providing technical assistance, such as developing databases to carry out these

activities;
5. building capacity in the field through training of evaluators and providing other

resources that will enhance EHR’s ability to carry out its mission; and
6. designing and coordinating communication activities for EHR, disseminating

evaluation information, encouraging research on evaluation methodology and
outcomes, and taking the lead in evaluation collaboration with other Federal agencies
and other external groups.

C.2  OVERVIEW

The general purpose of this procurement is to obtain technical support and expertise in
carrying out an array of activities for which REC is responsible. As a result of this
solicitation, the Government intends to award one or more cost-plus-fixed-fee, indefinite-
delivery, indefinite-quantity (task order, completion type) contract(s).  It is anticipated
that the period of performance will be five (5) years for each contract awarded.
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 It is anticipated that contracts will be awarded by September 30, 1999.  Successful
contractors will be limited to no more than $6.0 million total for a 5-year contract, and no
more than $1.5 million in any given year.

In accordance with SECTION M – Evaluation Factors for Award, the panel will
review a firm’s overall capability to determine which firms possess superior capabilities
to perform the type and kind of task orders that will be required in order to receive a task
order contract.  The three (3) tasks provided with this RFP are considered to be part of the
technical proposal because they should provide examples of a firm’s capabilities to
address actual evaluation problems.  Statements of work for these tasks are attached at
Section J,  Attachments 1-3.  Other tasks will be requested under these task order
contracts as needs arise throughout the period of performance.

Each offeror is required to respond to all three (3) task orders attached at Section J.
Further instructions are provided in the Introduction to Attachments 1-3 in Section J. The
Government may award the task orders concurrently at the time of contract award(s).
Individual tasks, of course, shall be awarded only to those competitors who are awarded a
contract. However, it is understood that an offeror may be awarded a contract and not
receive one of the three (3) individual task orders.

To broaden available expertise and resources, viable partnerships among organizations
and institutions are strongly encouraged in this procurement (See Section M – Evaluation
Factors).  In particular, partnerships of evaluation firms, whether large or small, and
educational institutions are desired.  Such partnerships may include more than two
organizations.  Awardees in this competition must also be prepared to cooperate with one
another in carrying out this work.

REC also encourages partnerships to plan to have a representative in the Washington,
D.C. area if none of the partners are located here.  While not a requirement, REC has
found that work is facilitated when someone local is available to attend meetings and to
fulfill quick turnaround requests.

C.3  STATEMENT OF WORK

REC BELIEVES THAT THE PARTNERSHIPS THAT RECEIVE TASK ORDER CONTRACTS
UNDER THIS COMPETITION SHOULD HAVE MULTIPLE CAPABILITIES.  SUCCESSFUL
COMPETITORS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO HAVE STRONG CAPABILITIES IN ALL OF THE
AREAS LISTED BELOW.  HOWEVER, DEMONSTRATION OF CAPABILITIES IN THESE
SPECIFIC AREAS WILL DETERMINE THE RANGE AND TYPES OF TASK ORDERS
CONTRACTORS ARE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE.

Independently and not as an agent of the Government, the Contractor shall be required to
furnish all the necessary services, qualified personnel, material, equipment, and facilities
not otherwise provided by the Government, as needed to perform the Statement of Work
(SOW) below.  The object of these activities may be a single program, a group of
programs, or cross-cutting themes, as well as technical assistance that REC is responsible
for carrying out.
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A.  GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

 1.  Planning for evaluation and monitoring.  The Contractor shall plan evaluations and
monitoring systems to assess outputs, outcomes, and understanding of programmatic
goals, objectives, strategies and timelines.  Planning shall include diagnosing and
defining the condition that a given program or programmatic activity and projects are
designed to address.  The Contractor shall provide a plan that states clearly and precisely
the goals of the program and the appropriate methods for obtaining accurate information.
Also expected is familiarity with the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA)
and how it relates to both program evaluation and monitoring.  Each contractor shall be
expected to respond to the success of program outcomes in meeting performance goals
addressed in the NSF GPRA Performance Plan.

2.  Writing and editing materials.  The Contractor shall provide evaluation reports and
edit its evaluation reports for publication.  The Contractor shall also edit for publication
products issued by REC.  The Contractor shall ensure that the publication makes effective
use of graphics, is clearly written and understandable by a variety of audiences, including
non-experts.

All publications resulting from this contract should be submitted to the NSF in hard copy
(manuscript), and on diskette, preferably as a Word for Windows or Word97 file, or other
as specified.  MacIntosh files are not acceptable, as NSF no longer supports this system..
Also, publications prepared for electronic dissemination should be available in ASCII,
HTML and PDF formats. The guide, “Staff and Contractor Guidance for Preparing
Electronic Publications for NSF” will be made available upon award.  It is preferred that
Microsoft SQL Server format or tab delimited flat files with well defined elements be
used when creating databases for delivery to the NSF.

3.  Disseminating information.  The Contractor shall disseminate information about the
findings, materials and products from programs and projects.  This may include preparing
web versions of materials to be posted by NSF.  The Contractor shall plan dissemination
by identifying the audience; stating the content; designing strategies appropriate for
purpose and audiences; and assessing the impact.  In consultation with the Contracting
Officer’s Technical Representative (COTR), the Contractor shall determine the level of
dissemination needed, shall facilitate access to the information by the desired
audience(s), and shall foster effective use of available information and products.

4.  Performing administrative requirements of evaluation and monitoring tasks.  The
Contractor shall perform regular administrative tasks associated with these contract
activities, including the following:

• Preparing OMB Clearance submissions.  The Contractor shall write and assemble
materials for Office of Management and Budget Clearance packages, submit these to
REC for review, and revise as necessary.
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• Selecting and supporting advisory panels.  When requested by REC, the Contractor
shall select and support a team of five to seven experts to advise a specific evaluation
or monitoring task or other REC activity.  These experts must possess appropriate
methodological skills and content knowledge for the task’s focus, and reflect gender
and ethnic diversity so as to address these concerns within the task.  The Contractor
shall be responsible for ensuring that all logistics to support the work of these panels
be carried out, including travel, hotels, meals and expenses, facilities, consulting fees,
and the production of reports to the Contractor.  The Contractor shall utilize the NSF
Travel Contractor in fulfilling these requirements when it is prudent to do so.

• Organizing conferences/workshops. As the need arises, the Contractor shall arrange
conferences or workshops.  The Contractor shall make all the necessary arrangements
for travel, hotels, meals and expenses, meeting facilities, consulting fees for the
presenters, production of invitation, registration, agenda, and conference and
workshop materials, notes and conference reports and proceedings.  The Contractor
shall collaborate with NSF’s travel Contractor whenever possible.

B.  QUANTITATIVE DATA-RELATED REQUIREMENTS

1.  Designing and implementing surveys.  The Contractor shall develop questionnaires
and/or structured interviews that reflect data needs in tasks awarded to them.  The
Contractor shall develop and pretest the instrument, design sampling procedures,
administer the questionnaire or structured interview, and conduct nonrespondent studies.
Data collection shall be done electronically, whenever possibe.  The Contractor  shall, as
necessary, print, mail, receive, code, and verify the data. Unless otherwise specified, the
Contractor shall plan on preparing an informal report based on initial analyses, and a full
report based on complete analyses, composed of data tables, analysis of survey data, and
the findings and implications from the analysis.  The final report shall also contain
appendices discussing technical issues associated with sampling, instrument construction
and statistical analysis.

2.  Devising and collecting achievement data.  The Contractor may be called upon to
develop instrumentation for collection of achievement information.  This would entail
creating or adopting a content framework, constructing items to match the framework,
conducting reliability and sensitivity studies, piloting the instrument, and collecting and
analyzing the data.  The Contractor may also be required to collect and analyze existing
achievement information.  This would entail identification of existing information, design
and conduct the data collection, and analyze findings.  For both types of achievement
measures, the Contractor shall plan on both an informal and full report, as discussed
under surveys.

3.  Constructing databases and web-based data collections.  The Contractor shall be
prepared to create databases for use with data they collect and for data that have been
collected elsewhere.  Under usual circumstances, data collection shall be web-based.
Such databases must be created on the NSF server or be readily transferable to NSF.  The
Contractor is to prepare data screens, compile electronic addresses for recipients, respond
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to questions from the field, conduct appropriate follow-ups to assure adequate rates,
clarify and clean data, and prepare a data analysis plan.

4.  Analyzing statistical and other quantitative data.  The Contractor shall perform
analyses of data and information collected in conjunction with studies carried out through
this SOW, as well as data or data bases from other sources.  In addition to descriptive
information, such as means and cross-tabulations, these analyses may include:

• parametric and non-parametric analysis, factor analysis;
• trend, multivariate or longitudinal analysis;
• analysis requiring the synthesis of data from multiple sources; and
• methodological analysis for developing and evaluating new approaches to data

collection and preparation.

Familiarity with widely-used software packages, such as SPSS and SAS, is expected.

C.  QUALITATIVE DATA-RELATED REQUIREMENTS

1.  Designing and conducting case studies.  The Contractor shall use case study methods
to provide descriptions of program and project components by accurately defining the
problem; designing, collecting and analyzing the data  (i.e., observations, examination of
records that relate to institutions and participants, interviews, etc.) and summarizing and
reporting the information.

2.  Organizing and conducting site visits.  The Contractor shall identify and assemble
appropriate experts for visiting project sites.  Interview protocols, observation forms, and
materials analysis forms shall be developed by the Contractor for individuals or teams of
experts to observe project effects, to examine project materials, and to interview project
staff, participants, and other relevant personnel.  After a site visit has taken place, the
Contractor shall prepare a brief written report synthesizing the information gained.

3.  Devising and conducting focus groups, observations, unstructured interviews, and
other qualitative techniques.  The Contractor shall be prepared to use a variety of
additional qualitative techniques.  The Contractor shall develop instrumentation, devise
data collection procedures, arrange for subjects’ participation, and collect the data.

4.  Analyzing and reporting qualitative data.  The Contractor shall analyze qualitative
data, using well-established approaches such as triangulation and content analysis.
Familiarity with widely used software packages, such as NUDIST and ETHNOGRAPH,
is expected.  Results shall be reported both for individual sites and studies, and
summarized for the evaluation as a whole.

D.  OTHER REQUIREMENTS
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1.  Substantive knowledge and experience.  Contractors are expected to possess
substantive knowledge and experience, in addition to methodological expertise.  While
highly specialized expertise may be provided by the Contractor through consultants, REC
relies on the substantive background of the Contractor to reflect important subject-matter
issues when devising strategies, identifying critical stakeholders, and interpreting data.

The areas of substantive expertise that are of greatest importance to REC are:

• subject-matter knowledge in science, mathematics, engineering and technology
• knowledge and experience with the different levels of SMET education – Pre-K, K-

12, Undergraduate (including community college), Graduate and Post-Doctoral
• underrepresented groups in SMET education – gender, race, ethnicity, socio-

economic status, and disabilities
• research in SMET education, including systemic reform, teacher education, standards,

assessment, curriculum, cognition, and other relevant topics

2.  Quick Turnaround Projects.  Quick turnaround task orders shall be issued during the
contract period to obtain technical support that will enable REC to respond rapidly to
requests for information.  Task orders may include one or more of the following
activities:

• preparing spreadsheets, table, charts, graphs or other data displays;
• providing on-site or telephone briefings to NSF staff;
• preparing briefing papers;
• identifying and providing data sources to answer brief questions;
• obtaining and summarizing expert opinions;
• preparing responses to letters or other inquires for information about their evaluation

activities; and
• providing quantitative analyses of REC or other data to address short term tasks.

3.  Analytic Support.  The Contractor shall provide analytic support for REC staff.  The
following types of activities are possibilities:

• generating tables from databases derived from NSF or non-NSF sources, such as
databases maintained by NSF’s Science Resource Studies Division, the Third
International Mathematics and Science Study, and the National Assessment of
Educational Progress;

• obtaining statistical data from published reports and manipulating it to produce new
tables and charts;

• conducting literature searches (The Contractor may be required to carry out some or
all of the following:  prepare a bibliography of literature or documents, review the
selected documents, evaluate and synthesize pertinent information, and prepare
papers or briefings containing the findings and recommendations based on the
findings.);

• producing graphics to be incorporated in written reports; and
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• commissioning of papers (The Contractor shall commission papers to obtain
information about a particular topic or issue and shall monitor the production of the
papers through external reviews, editing, and preparation of documents into a final
format agreed upon by NSF.).

   
4. Conduct training activities.  The Contractor shall carry out training associated with

REC’s charge.  Training might be delivered face-to-face or at a distance by such
mechanisms as the INTERNET or TV Conferencing.  This task shall include:
identifying needs of both the field and NSF staff members, conceptualizing and
developing training materials, identifying recipients and making necessary
arrangements for training sessions, and delivering and evaluating the training.

 [END OF SECTION]
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SECTION D - PACKAGING AND MARKING

D.1  PACKAGING AND MARKING

Packaging and marking for all deliverables shall be in accordance with good commercial
practice and be adequate to insure safe transportation.

[END OF SECTION]
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SECTION E - INSPECTION AND ACCEPTANCE

E.1  REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE

Review and acceptance of all services or deliverables provided under this contract shall
be performed by the Contracting Officer’s Technical Representative (COTR) to be
designated in Section G of the contract or other such persons as may be designated in
writing by the Contracting Officer.  Review and acceptance shall take place at NSF.

E.2  GENERAL ACCEPTANCE CRITERIA

a. Acceptance criteria for all deliverables will be specified FOB destination unless
otherwise addressed in any specifications, schedules or technical assistance plans
approved under this contract.

b. Deliverables will be accepted or rejected by the COTR or other such person as may
be designated in writing by the Contracting Officer.

c. The government shall accept or reject services and materials as promptly as
practicable after delivery.  Normally the Government will take no more than ten (10)
working days to determine the acceptability of all completed final deliverables.
However, the contractor may presume acceptance sixty (60) days after the date of
delivery, unless otherwise accepted earlier.

d. All deliverables will be evaluated for acceptability and quality in compliance with the
requirements defined in any specifications, schedules, test plans or other acceptance
criteria.  Deficiencies in final deliverables shall be corrected by the contractor within
ten (10) working days, at no additional cost to the Government.

E.3  52.252-2  CLAUSES INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE (JUN 1988)

This contract incorporates one or more clauses by reference, with the same force and
effect as if they were given in full text. Upon request, the Contracting Officer will make
their full text available.

FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (48 CFR CHAPTER 1) CLAUSES
CLAUSE NO. CLAUSE TITLE DATE

52.246-5 Inspection of Services --Cost Reimbursement (APR 1984)

[END OF SECTION]
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SECTION F - DELIVERIES OR PERFORMANCE

F.1 PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE AND KEY DATES

It is anticipated that the period of performance for this contract will be from September
30, 1999, through September 29, 2005.

F.2  REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

The Contractor shall submit the following reports:
a.   Monthly Progress Reports
The Contractor shall prepare and furnish copies of monthly progress reports for the
duration of the contract.  There should be a separate report (generally not exceeding three
pages) for each task order.  The contractor shall use an automated project tracking system
to develop monthly status reports to the Contracting Officer, the COTR, and Program
Officer.  These reports shall show the status of all major events and activities identified in
each task order and shall provide a financial report for both the period of the report and
cumulatively for the entire performance period of each task order issued as described in
Subsection F.3.  The contractor shall also present in narrative form a summary of all
work performed during the report period, including technical status, accomplishments,
problems encountered, future plans for the coming month, and any actions required on
the part of the Foundation or another Government agency.

The monthly progress reports shall be prepared on a monthly basis and submitted within
ten (10) days after the reporting period.  Reports are to be forwarded in the specified
number of copies to the following destinations:

Number of copies Addressee

1 National Science Foundation
Division of Contracts, Policy
     and Oversight
ATTN:  TBD
4201 Wilson Blvd., Rm. 475
Arlington, VA 22230

2 National Science Foundation
Division of Research, Evaluation,
      and Communication
ATTN:  TBD
4201 Wilson Blvd., Suite 855
Arlington, VA 22230
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b.   Verbal Reports and Liaison
The contractor and appropriate staff shall communicate with the COTR and others on a
weekly basis to review progress to date on all tasks and to exchange views, ideas, and
information concerning the methods and content of work.  Monthly meetings will be held
with the COTR and the Program Officer to discuss milestone status, the disposition of
previously identified issues, and new issues which have arisen during the current
reporting period.  In addition, the contractor will have access to the COTR and/or the
Program Officer to deal with issues on an as needed basis.  When required by the
cognizant NSF Program Officer, the Contractor shall arrange to have its subcontractors,
consultants, etc., available to discuss issues that deal with their specific assignments and
areas of specialty.  These consultations shall occur by telephone conference call or at the
NSF offices in Arlington, Va.

c.   Final Technical Report
At the end of the contract, the contractor shall deliver two (2) copies of a final technical
report detailing technical accomplishments and recommendations for technical
improvements, and a summary of all costs incurred during the contract period.  A draft
shall be delivered thirty (30) days prior to the end of the contract.

F.3 CONTRACTOR FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT REPORTING

Each monthly progress report submitted in accordance with “REPORTING
REQUIREMENTS” above, shall include a report of the expenditure of funds for both the
period of the report and cumulatively for the entire contract period.  The costs of each
task order shall be segregated and attached to each invoice as the costs are incurred.
Deviation from the expenditure level estimated in the proposal shall be shown.  The
reports shall be limited to the following reporting categories and levels:
For  Period ____________ through ___________

Expenditure
Category

Total Hours Current
Period Costs

Previous
Period Costs

Cumulative
Costs to Date

Funded
Contract
Amount



RFP CPO 99-020

Page 19

Labor
Employee
and Title
Staff
Benefits
Other Direct
Costs
Overhead
G&A
Total Costs
Fee
Total Costs
with Fee

F.4 SCHEDULE OF DELIVERABLES

During the performance of this contract the Contractor shall meet the delivery schedules
described under fully executed task orders.

F.5 52.252-2 CLAUSES INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE (APR 1984)

Any contract resulting from this RFP will contain the following:
This contract incorporates the following clauses by reference, with the same force and
effect as if they were given in full text.  Upon request, the Contracting Officer will make
their full text available.

FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (48CFR CHAPTER 1) CLAUSES
CLAUSE NO. CLAUSE TITLE DATE

52.242-15 STOP WORK ORDER (AUG 1989) --- Alternate I
(APR 1984)

52.247-34 F.O.B. DESTINATION (NOV 1991)

[END OF SECTION]
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SECTION G - CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION DATA

G.1  INVOICE AND BILLING INFORMATION

Submission of Proper Invoice.  In order to initiate payment, the Contractor shall submit
proper invoices for reimbursement in the manner and format described herein.  The
following data must be included in an invoice for it to constitute a proper invoice:
a.  name of contractor and invoice date;
b.  contract number, or other authorization for delivery of property or services;
c.  description, price, fee (if applicable), and quantity of property and services actually
delivered or rendered;
d.  shipping and payment terms;
e.  name (where practicable), title, phone number, and complete mailing address of
responsible official to whom payment is to be sent; and
f.  other substantiating documentation or information as required by the contract.
Form.  The Contractor may use its own form, but all the above information must be on
the invoice.  However, it is preferred that invoices be submitted on the Government
Standard Form 1034, “Public Voucher for Purchases and Services Other Than
Personal-Continuation Sheet.”  These forms are available from the Government Printing
Office, 710 N. Capitol Street, Washington, DC 20801.
Address.  Submit all proper invoices to the National Science Foundation, Division of
Financial Management, Accounts Payable, Room 575, 4201 Wilson Boulevard,
Arlington, VA 22230.
Upon completion of the required work, the Contractor shall submit a completion invoice
in compliance with the clause entitled, “Allowable Cost and Payment” incorporated by
reference under Section I of this contract.  This completion invoice must be clearly
marked as such and be submitted promptly upon completion of the work, but no later
than one year from the completion date of this contract.  The Contractor shall submit the
original completion invoice to the Contracting Officer for approval.

G.2  PAYMENT OF INVOICES

a. Payment of invoices will be made based upon acceptance by the Government of the
work or the tangible product deliverable(s) invoiced.  For any work that has no
tangible products, payments will be based upon certification by the Government of
satisfactory service provided, and the accuracy of labor charges, subject to audit.

b. If the supplies or services are rejected for failure to conform to the technical
requirements of the contract, or for damage in transit or otherwise, the provisions in
paragraph “a” of this clause will apply to the new delivery of replacement supplies.

c. Payment to the contractor will not be made for temporary work stoppage due to
circumstances beyond the control of the agency such as Acts of God, inclement
weather, power outages, etc., and results thereof, and/or temporary closing of
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facilities at which contractor personnel are performing.  This may, however, be
justification for excusable delays.

d. Invoices shall identify when work has been completed and when no further charges
are to be incurred.  A copy of the written acceptance of any work completed must be
attached.

G.3  PAYMENT INFORMATION

a.  Payments under the contract will be made either by check or by wire transfer through
the Treasury Financial Communications System, at the option of the Government.
b.  The Contractor shall furnish the following information to the Contracting Officer
within ten (10) days of award to facilitate contract payments:

(1) Full name (where practicable), title, telephone number, and complete mailing
address of responsible official to whom check payments are to be sent.

(2) The following bank accounting information required to accomplish wire
transfers:

(i)  Name of the receiving bank.
(ii) City and State of the receiving bank.
(iii) American Bankers Association (ABA) nine-digit identifier of the
receiving bank.

G.4  CONTRACTING OFFICER’S AUTHORITY

The Contracting Officer is the only person authorized to approve changes in any of the
requirements under this contract and, notwithstanding any clause contained elsewhere in
this contract, the said authority remains solely with the Contracting Officer.  In the event
the Contractor effects any change at the direction of any person other than the
Contracting Officer, including any change beyond the scope of authority given to the
duly authorized Contracting Officer’s Technical Representative identified in the Contract,
the change will be considered to have been made without authority and no adjustment
will be made in the contract price to cover any increase in charges incurred as a result
thereof.  The Contracting Officer has the authority to perform any and all post-award
functions in administering and enforcing this contract in accordance with its terms and
conditions.

G.5  COTR DESIGNATION AND AUTHORITY

The Contracting Officer hereby designates the below named individuals the Contracting
Officer’s Technical Representative (COTR):

Name: [TO BE COMPLETED AT AWARD]

Address:

Telephone:
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The COTR is responsible for administering the performance of work under this contract.
IN NO EVENT, however, will any understanding, agreement, modification, change
order, or other matter deviating from the terms of this contract be effective or
binding upon the Government unless formalized by proper contractual documents
executed by the Contracting Officer prior to completion of the contract.
The COTR may give technical direction to the Contractor which fills in details, requires
pursuit of certain lines of inquiry, or otherwise serves to facilitate the Contractor’s
compliance with the contract.  To be valid, technical direction by the COTR:

a.  must be issued in writing consistent with the general scope of work set forth in this
contract;
b.  may not constitute new assignment of work nor change the expressed terms,
conditions or specifications of this contract; and
c.  shall not constitute a basis for any increase in the contract estimated cost, or extension
to the contract delivery schedule.

In the event any Government technical direction is interpreted by the Contractor to fall
within the clause of this Contract entitled “Changes”, the Contractor shall not implement
such direction, but shall notify the Contracting Officer in writing of such interpretation
within ten (10) working days after the Contractor’s receipt of such direction.  Such notice
shall (i) include the reasons upon which the Contractor bases its belief that the technical
direction falls within the purview of the “Changes” clause; and (ii) include the
Contractor’s best estimate as to the revision of the current estimated cost, fee,
performance time, delivery schedules or any other contractual provision that would result
from implementing the COTR’s technical direction.

If, after reviewing the information presented by the Contractor, the Contracting Officer is
of the opinion that such direction is within the purview of the “Changes” clause and
considers such change desirable, a unilateral direction will be issued to the Contractor to
proceed pursuant to the authority granted under that clause.  If a determination is made
that such direction is technical direction authorized by this schedule clause, the
Contractor will be directed to proceed with the implementation of such technical
direction.

In the event a determination is made that it is necessary to avoid a delay in performance
of the Contract, the Contracting Officer may direct the Contractor to proceed with the
implementation of the technical direction pending receipt of the information to be
submitted by the Contractor. Should the Contracting Officer later determine that Change
direction is appropriate, the written direction issued hereunder shall constitute the
required Change direction.  Failure of the Contractor and the Contracting Officer to agree
on whether Government direction is technical direction or a Change within the purview
of the “Changes” clause shall be a dispute concerning a question of fact within the
meaning of the Clause of the General Provision entitled, “Disputes”.
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G.6  PRIVACY ACT
In accordance with FAR Clause 52.224-2, Privacy Act, the contractor may be involved in
the review and analysis of NSF’s Systems of Records 50 and 51.  The handling of data
files by either government or Contractor staff in their most complete form will, under
many circumstances, require special protections of the data.  The Contractor may be
exposed to data about individuals that are protected by the Privacy Act or are
confidential information; the Contractor is therefore subject to NSF’s current policy
on these matters.

G.7  TASK ORDER PROCEDURES

Performance of this contract shall be accomplished pursuant to and as directed by written
task orders.  Task Orders will be issued unilaterally by the Contracting Officer.
Task orders will contain the following information:
• Each task order shall be written for the conduct of a specific, finite task;
• Task order number and contract number;
• Subject of task order;
• Description of the required work and background necessary for the Contractor’s

understanding of the task order; 
• Level of effort required or estimated for accomplishing the required work; 
• Each task order will contain the estimated cost and fixed fee of the task;
• Total cost ceiling of task order and any other funding/cost limitations applicable

to the task order; 
• Task orders will be subject to the Limitation of Funds Clause 52.232-22, if they

are incrementally funded or subject to the Limitation of Cost Clause 52.232-20,
if they are fully funded;

• Period of performance and delivery schedule;
• Government-furnished items, if any; and
• Written and/or oral reporting requirements including report format, content and

review/acceptance criteria. 

Upon receipt of a written task order request, the Contractor shall prepare a detailed
proposal outlining its plans for accomplishing the task order requirements.  The proposal
must include, as a minimum, its recommended approach for performing the task and an
estimate of the total dollars and productive labor hours required.

The Contractor shall deliver for approval not more than three (3) copies of a proposal to
the Contracting Officer or his duly authorized representative within 7-10 working days of
receipt of a task order request (for purposes of the eight tasks in Section J of this
procurement, ten copies are required as stated in Section L).  The Contractor shall not
commence work under any task order without the prior written approval of the task order
proposal by the Contracting Officer.  Upon receipt of such approval, the Contractor shall
commence work under the task order in accordance with the specific task order’s work
statement and the contractor’s proposal.
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All task orders assigned under this contract shall relate directly to the general
requirements of the contract’s Statement of Work.  In no event is the Contractor
authorized to incur costs in excess of the cost ceiling amount or other cost/funding
limitations stated in the Task order.

NOTE:  If multiple awards are made under this procurement, the Government
reserves the right to issue task orders on either a competitive or non-competitive
basis.

Each awardee shall be provided a fair opportunity to be considered for each task order in
excess of $25,000, if multiple delivery order contracts or multiple task order contracts are
awarded.  In determining the procedures for providing awardees a fair opportunity to be
considered for each task order, the contracting officer will exercise broad discretion.  The
contracting officer, in making decisions in the award of any individual task order, will
consider factors such as past performance on earlier tasks under the multiple award
contract, quality of deliverables, cost control, price, cost, or other factors that the
contracting officer believes are relevant to the award of a task order to an awardee under
the contract.

The Contracting Officer may use oral proposals and streamlined procedures when
selecting a task order awardee.  In addition, the contracting officer need not contact each
of the multiple contract awardees before selecting a task order awardee if the contracting
officer has information available to ensure that each awardee is provided a fair
opportunity to be considered for each task order.

The Contracting Officer decision on whether or not to compete any order in excess of
$25,000 will be based on the following information:

(i) The agency need for such supplies or services is of such urgency that providing such
opportunity would result in unacceptable delays;

(ii) Only one such contractor is capable of providing such supplies or services required at
the level of quality required because the supplies or services ordered are unique or
highly specialized;

(iii)The order should be issued on a sole-source basis in the interest of economy and
efficiency as a logical follow-on to a task order already issued under the contract,
provided that all awardees were given a fair opportunity to be considered for the
original task order; or

(iv)It is necessary to place an order to satisfy a minimum guarantee.

[END OF SECTION]
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SECTION H - SPECIAL CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS

H.1  KEY PERSONNEL

The personnel specified below are considered to be essential to the work being performed
hereunder.  Prior to diverting any of the specified individuals to other activities or
programs, the Contractor shall notify the Contracting Officer reasonably in advance and
shall submit justification (including proposed substitutions) in sufficient detail to permit
evaluation of the impact of such substitution upon the contract.  No diversion shall be
made by the Contractor without the written consent of the Contracting Officer.

Name Title

[TO BE COMPLETED AT AWARD]

H.2  CONSULTANTS

Prior to retention of any consultant(s), other than those which may be included  in the
offeror’s proposal, for the work under this contract, the contractor  shall obtain advance
written approval from the Contracting Officer.  Payments for the services of consultants
shall not exceed the current maximum daily equivalent rate paid to a GS-18 federal
employee of $453 per day (exclusive of indirect cost, travel, per diem, clerical services,
vacation, fringe benefits, and supplies) without the prior written approval of the
Contracting Officer.  Requests  by the Contractor for authorization to use consultants
shall contain the  following information:

a) a biographical sketch including education and professional experience of the
consultant;

b) the services the consultant will perform and the amount of time that will be spent;
c) previous rates paid to the consultant by the Contractor for similar services for a like

period;
d) available information on rates charged by the consultant for similar services for a

like period.

H.3  SMALL BUSINESS AND SMALL DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS
SUBCONTRACTING PLAN

In accordance with Clause 52.219-9, the Contractor shall establish and maintain a “Small
Business and Small Disadvantaged Business Concerns Subcontracting Plan” which is
attached and made a material part of this contract.
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(1) The Contractor shall submit the original and 2 copies of Subcontracting Report for
Individual Contracts, SF-294 in accordance with the instructions on the report as
referenced in Public Law 95-507, Section 211.   Regardless of the effective date of this
contract, the Report shall be submitted on the following dates for the entire life of this
contract:

April 25th

October 25th

(2) The Contractor shall submit 1 copy of Summary Subcontract Report, SF-295 in
accordance with the instructions on the report as referenced in Public Law 95-507,
Section 211.  The Summary Contracting Report shall be submitted on the following
date for the entire life of this contract:

October 25th

H.4  SUBCONTRACTING REQUIREMENTS

In addition to the requirements set forth in the clause of this contract  entitled
“Subcontracts” (see Section  I, FAR clause 52.244-02), the Contractor shall not
commence the acquisition of  any subcontract item or service unless and until funds are
obligated under this contract for that item or service, or unless specifically authorized to
do so in writing by the Contracting Officer.

H.5  INSURANCE LIABILITY TO THIRD PARTIES

(a) (1) Except as provided in subparagraph (2) immediately following, the contractor
shall provide and maintain workers’ compensation, employer’s liability, comprehensive
general liability (bodily injury), comprehensive a automobile (bodily injury and property
damage) insurance and such other insurance as the Contracting Officer may require under
this contract.

(2)  The Contractor may with the approval of the Contracting Officer, maintain a self-
insurance program; provided that, with respect to worker’ compensation, the
contractor is qualified pursuant to statutory authority.
(3)  All insurance required by this paragraph shall be in  a form and amount and for
those periods as the Contracting Officer may require or approve and with insurers
approved by the Contracting Officer.

(b)  The Contractor agrees to submit for the Contracting Officer’s approval, to the extent
and in the manner required by the Contracting Officer, any other insurance that is
maintained by the Contractor in connection with the performance of this contract and for
which the Contractor seeks reimbursement.
(c)  The Contractor shall be reimbursed--

(1)  For that portion (i) of the reasonable cost of insurance allocable to this
contract and (ii) required or approved under this clause; and
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(2)  For certain liabilities (and expenses incidental to such liabilities) to third
parties not compensated by insurance otherwise.  These liabilities must arise out
of the negligence of the Contractor or of the Contractor’s agents, servants, or
employees, and must be represented by final judgments or  settlements approved
in writing by the Government.  These liabilities are for --
(i)  Loss of or damage to property (other than property owned, occupied, or used
by the Contractor, rented to the Contractor, or in the care, custody, or control of
the Contractor; or
(ii)   Death or bodily injury.

(d)  The Government’s liability under paragraph (c) of this clause is subject to the
“Limitation of Funds” or “Limitation of Cost” clause of this contract, whichever is
applicable.
(e)  The Contractor shall not be reimbursed for liabilities (and expenses incidental to such
liabilities)--

(1)  For which the Contractor is otherwise responsible under the express terms of
any clause specified in the Special provisions or elsewhere in the contract;
(2)  For which the Contractor had failed to insure or to maintain insurance as
required by the Contracting Officer; or
(3)  That result from willful misconduct or lack of good faith on the part of any of
the Contractor’s directors, officers, managers, superintendents, or other
representatives who have supervision of direction of--
(i)  All or substantially all of the Contractor’s business;
(ii)  All or substantially all of the Contractor’s operations at any one plant or
separate location in which this contract is being performed; or
(iii)  A separate and complete major industrial operation in connection with the
performance of this contract.

(f)  The provisions of paragraph (e) of this clause shall not restrict the right of the
Contractor to be reimbursed for the cost of insurance maintained by the Contractor in
connection with the performance of this contract, other than insurance required in
accordance with this clause; provided that such cost is allowable under the Allowable
Cost and Payment clause of this contract.
(g)  If any suit or action is filed or any claim is made against the Contractor, the cost and
expense of which may be reimbursable to the Contractor under this contract and the risk
of which is then uninsured or is insured for less than the amount claimed, the contract
shall--

(1)  Immediately notify the Contracting Officer and promptly furnish copies of all
pertinent papers received.
(2)  Authorize Government representatives to collaborate with counsel for the
insurance carrier in settling or defending the claim when the amount of the
liability claimed exceeds the amount of coverage; and
(3)  Authorize Government representatives to settle or defend the claim and to
represent the Contractor in or to take charge of any litigation, if required by the
Government, when the liability is not insured or covered by bond.  The Contractor
may, at its own expense, be associated with the Government representatives in
any such claim or litigation.
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H.6  LIABILITY INSURANCE

The Contractor warrants that insurance coverage (currently in force) exists in the
following areas and in amounts not less than those specified below:

Type Insurance Per Person Property Coverage Per Accident

1. Comprehensive General
Liability

$500,000 $500,000

2. Automobile $500,000 $500,000

3. A supplemental umbrella policy for $5,000,000
4. Workman’s Compensation - As required by law at the job site.

The Comprehensive general and automobile liability policies shall contain a provision
worded as follows:

“The insurance company waives any right of subrogation against the United
States of America which may arise by reason of any payment under the policy.”

The Contractor shall file with the Contracting Officer prior to beginning performance
under this contract, a certificate of insurance evidencing the above coverage.
The Contractor shall provide to the Contracting Officer within five (5) days after
occurrence, notice of cancellation of or reductions below the above cited amounts of any
insurance coverage related to this requirement.
The Contractor warrants that such insurance coverage for all subcontractors who will
work at any of the sites of performance does or will exist before subcontractors begin
performance.

[END OF SECTION]



RFP CPO 99-020

Page 29

PART II

SECTION I - CONTRACT CLAUSES

I.1 52.252-2 CLAUSES INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE (FEB 1998)

This contract incorporates the following clauses by reference, with the same force and
effect as if they were given in full text. Upon request, the Contracting Officer will make
their full text available.

I. FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION  (48 CFR Chapter 1) CLAUSES

52.202-1        DEFINITIONS                         OCT 1995

52.203-3        GRATUITIES                          APR 1984

52.203-5        COVENANT AGAINST CONTINGENT FEES    APR 1984

52.203-6        RESTRICTIONS ON SUBCONTRACTOR SALES TO THE
GOVERNMENT JUL 1995

52.203-7        ANTI-KICKBACK PROCEDURES            JUL 1995

52.203-8  CANCELLATION, RESCISSION, AND RECOVERY OF FUNDS FOR 
ILLEGAL OR IMPROPER ACTIVITY  JAN 1997

52.203-10       PRICE OR FEE ADJUSTMENT FOR ILLEGAL OR IMPROPER
ACTIVITY JAN 1997

52.203-12       LIMITATION ON PAYMENTS TO INFLUENCE CERTAIN FEDERAL
         TRANSACTIONS         JUN 1997

52.204-4 PRINTING/COPYING DOUBLE-SIDED ON RECYCLED PAPER   
JUN 1996

52.209-6        PROTECTING THE GOVERNMENT’S INTEREST WHEN 
SUBCONTRACTING WITH CONTRACTORS DEBARRED, 
SUSPENDED, OR PROPOSED  FOR DEBARMENT    JUL 1995

52.215-2         AUDIT AND RECORDS--NEGOTIATION      AUG 1996

52.215-8 ORDER OF PRECEDENCE—UNIFORM CONTRACT FORMAT
OCT 1997

52.216-7        ALLOWABLE COST AND PAYMENT          APR 1998
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52.216-8        FIXED FEE                           MAR 1997

52.217-8        OPTION TO EXTEND SERVICES           AUG 1989

52.219-8        UTILIZATION OF SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS        JAN 1999

52.219-9        SMALL BUSINESS SUBCONTRACTING PLAN JAN 1999

52.219-23 NOTICE OF PRICE EVALUATION ADJUSTMENT OCT 1998
FOR SMALL DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS
CONCERNS (Paragraph (b) ___10%___)

52.219-25 SMALL DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS JAN 1999
PARTICIPATION PROGRAM – DISADVANTAGED
STATUS AND REPORTING

52.222-1        NOTICE TO THE GOVERNMENT OF LABOR DISPUTES    FEB 1997

52.222-2        PAYMENT FOR OVERTIME PREMIUMS       JUL 1990

(a) The use of overtime is authorized under this contract if the overtime premium cost
does not exceed [ * ] or the overtime premium is paid for work -

[*Insert either “zero” or the dollar amount agreed to during negotiations.  The inserted
figure does not apply to the exceptions in subparagraph (a)(1) through (a)(4) of the
clause.]

52.222-3        CONVICT LABOR                       AUG 1996

52.222-26       EQUAL OPPORTUNITY                   APR 1984

52.222-35       AFFIRMATIVE ACTION FOR SPECIAL DISABLED AND VIETNAM 
ERA VETERANS                APR 1998

52.222-36       AFFIRMATIVE ACTION FOR WORKERS WITH DISABILITIES
JUN 1998

52.222-37       EMPLOYMENT REPORTS ON DISABLED VETERANS AND 
VETERANS  OF THE VIETNAM ERA         JAN 1999

52.223-2        CLEAN AIR AND WATER                 APR 1984

52.223-6        DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE                 JAN 1997

52.224-1 PRIVACY ACT NOTIFICATION APR 1984
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52.224-2 PRIVACY ACT APR 1984

52.225-11 RESTRICTIONS ON CERTAIN FOREIGN PURCHASES
    AUG 1998

52.227-1 AUTHORIZATION AND CONSENT   JUL 1995

52.227-2         NOTICE AND ASSISTANCE REGARDING PATENT AND 
COPYRIGHT  INFRINGEMENT       AUG 1996

52.227-17 RIGHTS IN DATA - SPECIAL WORKS        JUN 1987

52.228-7        INSURANCE - LIABILITY TO THIRD PERSONS    MAR 1996

52.232-9        LIMITATION ON WITHHOLDING OF PAYMENTS     APR 1984

52.232-17       INTEREST                            JUN 1996

52.232-22       LIMITATION OF FUNDS                 APR 1984

52.232-23       ASSIGNMENT OF CLAIMS                JAN 1986

52.232-25       PROMPT PAYMENT                      JUN 1997

(2) For contracts that provide for contract financing, requests for payment shall be
submitted to the designated billing office as specified in this contract or as directed by the
Contracting Officer.  Contract financing payments shall be made on the [insert day as
prescribed by Agency head; if not prescribed, insert 30th day] day after receipt of a proper
contract financing request by the designated billing office.  In the event that an audit or
other review of a specific financing request is required to ensure compliance with the
terms and conditions of the contract, the designated payment office is not compelled to
make payment by the due date specified.

52.232-34 PAYMENT BY ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER—OTHER THAN
CENTRAL CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION (MAY 1999)

52.233-1        DISPUTES     DEC 1998-- ALTERNATE I (DEC 1991)

52.233-3        PROTEST AFTER AWARD    AUG 1996--ALTERNATE I (JUN 1985)

52.237-2        PROTECTION OF GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS EQUIPMENT, AND
        VEGETATION.         APR  1984

52.242-1        NOTICE OF INTENT TO DISALLOW COSTS  APR 1984
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52.242-3 PENALTIES FOR UNALLOWABLE COSTS      OCT 1995

52.242-4 CERTIFICATION OF FINAL INDIRECT COSTS    JAN 1997                                

52.242-13       BANKRUPTCY                         JUL 1995

52.243-2        CHANGES - COST-REIMBURSEMENT    AUG 1987 –
ALTERNATE I   APR 1984

52.244-2        SUBCONTRACTS AUG 1998

(e) Even if the Contractor’s purchasing system has been approved, the Contractor shall
obtain the Contracting Officer’s written consent before placing subcontracts identified
below:  [ ]

52.244-5        COMPETITION IN SUBCONTRACTING       DEC 1996

52.244-6 SUBCONTRACTS FOR COMMERCIAL ITEMS AND COMMERCIAL
COMPONENTS       APR 1998

52.245-5        GOVERNMENT PROPERTY   (COST-REIMBURSEMENT, TIME-
AND-MATERIAL, OR LABOR-HOUR  CONTRACTS)     JAN 1986

52.245-19       GOVERNMENT PROPERTY FURNISHED “AS IS.”          APR 1984

52.246-25 LIMITATION OF LIABILITY-SERVICES  FEB 1997

52.248-1        VALUE ENGINEERING                   MAR 1989

“These data, furnished under the Value Engineering clause of contract [ ], shall not be
disclosed outside the Government or duplicated, used, or disclosed, in whole or in part,
for any purpose other than to evaluate a value engineering change proposal submitted
under the clause.  This restriction does not limit the Government’s right to use
information contained in these data if it has been obtained or is otherwise available from
the Contractor or from another source without limitations.”

52.249-6        TERMINATION (COST-REIMBURSEMENT)    SEP 1996

52.249-14       EXCUSABLE DELAYS                    APR 1984

52.253-1        COMPUTER GENERATED FORMS            JAN 1991

I.2 52.216-18  ORDERING.  (OCT 1995)

(a) Any supplies and services to be furnished under this contract shall be ordered by
issuance of delivery orders or task orders by the individuals or activities designated in
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the Schedule.  Such orders may be for up to five years after the contract becomes
effective.

(b) All delivery orders or task orders are subject to the terms and conditions of this
contract.  In the event of conflict between a delivery order or task order and this
contract, the contract shall control.

(c) If mailed, a delivery order or task order is considered “issued” when the Government
deposits the order in the mail.  Orders may be issued orally, by facsimile, or by
electronic commerce methods only if authorized in the Schedule.

(End of clause)

I.3 52.216-19 ORDER LIMITATIONS.  (OCT 1995)

(a) Minimum order.  When the Government requires supplies or services covered by this
contract in an amount of less than $25,000, the Government is not obligated to
purchase, nor is the Contractor obligated to furnish, those supplies or services under
the contract.

(b) Maximum order.  The Contractor is not obligated to honor:

(1) Any order for a single item in excess of $1,500,000.
(2) Any order for a combination of items in excess of  $6,000,000; or
(3) A series of orders from the same ordering office within 14 days that together call

for quantities exceeding the limitation in subparagraph (1) above.

(c) Notwithstanding paragraph (b), the Contractor shall honor any order exceeding the
maximum order limitations in paragraph (b)(1) or paragraph (b)(3), unless that order
(or orders) is returned to the ordering office within 7 days after issuance, with written
notice stating the Contractor’s intent not to ship the item (or items) called for and the
reasons.  Upon receiving this notice, the Government may acquire the supplies or
services from another source.

(End of clause)

I.4 52.216-22 INDEFINITE QUANTITY.  (OCT 1995)

(a) This is an indefinite-quantity contract for the supplies or services specified, and
effective for the period stated, in the Schedule.  The quantities of supplies and
services specified in the Schedule are estimates only and are not purchased by this
contract.

(b) Delivery or performance shall be made only as authorized by orders issued in
accordance with the Ordering clause.  The Contractor shall furnish to the
Government, when and if ordered, the supplies or services specified in the Schedule
up to and including the quantity designated in the Schedule as the “maximum”.  The
Government shall order at least the quantity of supplies or services designated in the
Schedule as the “minimum”.
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(c) Except for any limitations on quantities in the Order Limitations clause or in the
Schedule, there is no limit on the number of orders that may be issued.  The
Government may issue orders requiring delivery to multiple destinations or
performance at multiple locations.

(d) Any order issued during the effective period of this contract and not completed within
that period shall be completed by the Contractor within the time specified in the order
(not to exceed twelve months after contract ending date).  The contract shall govern
the Contractor’s and Government’s rights and obligations with respect to that order to
the same extent as if the order were completed during the contract’s effective period;
provided, that the Contractor shall not be required to make any deliveries under this
contract beyond twelve months after the contract ending date.

(End of clause)

[END OF SECTION]
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PART III

SECTION J - LIST OF DOCUMENTS, EXHIBITS, AND OTHER
ATTACHMENTS

J.1  SOLICITATION/CONTRACT ATTACHMENTS
The documents listed below are attached to this section J and made a part hereof.
Attachments One (1) through Three (3) are Statements of Work (SOW’s) for tasks for
which offerors are expected to compete.  All offerors are required to respond to all
three (3) tasks.  Attachments Four (4) through Six (6) are documents to be utilized in
the assessment of offerors’ past performance on similar contract requirements as
described in Section L.  Attachment Seven (7) represents an offeror’s certification that
all cost or pricing data submitted is current and accurate as of the date of submission.

Attachment
#

Description No. of
Pages

Section

1. Evaluation of the Urban Systemic Program (USP) 3 J
2. Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) 2 J
3. Evaluation of the Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority

Participation
3 J

4. Contract Listing 1 J & L
5. Contractor Performance Evaluation 1 J & L
6. Sample Client Authorization Letter 1 J & L
7. Certificate of Current Cost or Pricing Data 1 J
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Attachment 1
Evaluation of the Urban Systemic Program (USP)

Background

The USP is a K-12-based program that promotes systemic reform of science and
mathematics education for all students.  To provide further assurance that significant
improvement will occur district-wide at the K-12 level, the USP program includes
programmatic options that seek to foster partnerships between urban school districts and
two-and four-year colleges and universities.  The USP was developed to extend support
to urban school districts that have an established infrastructure for change and have
begun implementation of systemic reform.  The intent is to enable these urban school
districts to continue to foster experimentation, accelerate the rate of change, and increase
implementation of system-wide improvement in student learning for grades K- 12 in
mathematics, science, and technology.  The intent is also to offer to these urban school
districts, the opportunity to partner with local two-year and four-year institutions to
produce an educational system for the production and maintenance of a high quality
science and mathematics instructional and technological workforce.  The expectation is
that some of these urban school districts, in partnering with institutions of higher
education, will also collaborate in research on practice in science, mathematics, and
technology education and actively seek to employ graduate students and post doctoral
personnel in improving K-12 science and mathematics instruction. Eligible urban districts
must meet K-12 based program criteria and may in addition: (1) establish a collaborative
venture with two-year colleges to promote exemplary improvement in technical
education; or (2) elect to establish a collaboration with four-year colleges and universities
to improve existing teacher preparation programs that reflect a more standards-based
mode of teaching and learning.

Evaluation Questions

The Contractor is to carry out a formative and summative program evaluation of USP,
with major emphasis on the outcomes and impact of the Program.  The substantive
questions to be addressed in the program evaluation are:

Formative
1. Is the program functioning as envisioned? What mix of strategies is being employed

to reach the goals of USP?
2. What other efforts/factors inhibit or accelerate the impact of the Program?
3. Are local evaluations collecting and analyzing appropriate and sufficient

information/data to make defensible inferences about program
accomplishments/outcomes?  What are the critical data that are or are not being
obtained for evaluating the success of the program?

Summative
4. Is there a widespread and consistent pattern of findings across the initiatives that USP

has:
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Increased urban students’ access to and participation in high quality science and
mathematics instruction?
Improved the scientific and mathematical literacy of all students in urban
communities?
Enabled a significantly greater number of these students to pursue careers in
mathematics, science, and technology?

5. To what degree have the USP efforts permeated the K-16 system of mathematics,
science, and technology education?

6. Have significant numbers of schools, teachers, college faculty, reform researchers,
etc. been reached to have important and sustainable impacts?

7. How do the successful interactions among the variables translate into models of
reform and/or theories of actions, including definable stages in the advancement of
systemic reform?

Work To Be Performed

The purposes of the program evaluation are to provide information important for
managing large-scale urban education reform and to produce evidence of the
effectiveness and impact of the USP.  The program evaluation needs to focus on the
process and outcome drivers of systemic reform, and assess the impact of the Program
framed by performance indicators.  Using representative sampling methods (for including
a full complement of current Urban System Initiatives (USI) and Comprehensive
Partnerships for Mathematics and Science Achievement (CPMSA) awardees and future
USP awardees) in a comparative design with appropriate controls, the program evaluation
will reconceptualize or extend the Driver/Indicator Framework from a linear model to
measuring the interaction between and among variables to determine the cumulative
results of awards on classroom changes and their sustainability, impact on the
mathematics and science teaching workforce, changes in enablers and infrastructure, the
integration of research and educational practice, collaborative efforts of K-12 with higher
education, and equitable student outcomes that eliminate opportunity and achievement
gaps.  The Contractor needs to provide an empirically based, multi-method design for
attributing findings to USP that accommodate, but are not limited to, the impact of
CPMSA and USI alumni and the effectiveness of the core K-12 activity with its modular
programmatic design (K-12, K-16, and research options).   In carrying out the program
evaluation, the Contractor is expected to rely on existing data, such as common core data
elements and project specific information, and collect additional data to analyze elements
of the evaluation, as proposed by the Contractor.  Additionally, in the analysis of the
evolution of USP and scale-up strategies of the initiatives, the Contractor is expected to
built upon and extend the current two assessment and accountability field-based studies
being conducted of the USI Program.

Deliverables

1. Proposed list of Advisory Panel members.  Due 30 days after the initiation of the task
order.
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2. Revised evaluation plan, including schedule of monthly meetings and dates of initial
visits to USP sites.  Due 4 months after initiation of task order.

3. Drafts of instruments and OMB submission.  Due 5 months after initiation of task
order.

4. Site visits reports.  Due within 30 days of the completion of each site visits.
5. Evaluation briefs/briefings.  Due first month of the calendar year for each of the three

years.
6. Annual report.  Due on anniversary date each year.  The Contractor will provide 2

versions of the annual report—one for an interested lay audience of approximately 20
pages and the other for a more technically sophisticated audience of approximately 50
pages.

7. Assessment of program accomplishments under relevant GPRA GPRA performance
goals.  Due June 30th of each year of the award.

Period of Performance and Expected Level of Effort

It is anticipated that the task duration will be three years with a possible follow-on task
for another two years.  An estimated 6.0 fte per year will be required.  Proposals for this
task should address only the initial three years.

NOTE:  For the Urban Systemic Program in Science, Mathematics, and Technology
Announcement, NSF 99-52, Web site:

        http://www.nsf.gov/cgi-bin/getpub?nsf9952
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Attachment 2
Government Performance & Results Act (GPRA)

Background

GPRA is enacted in 1993, requires federal agencies to report annually on the results of
program efforts. A GPRA Performance Report, based on a NSF Performance Plan, is due
annually to OMB and the Congress and will be tied to future congressional allocations.

The NSF 1999 GPRA Plan includes three categories of performance goals: management,
investment, results.  NSF progress toward the management and investment goals will be
determined centrally by the office of Budget and Finance Administration and the Office
of Resource Management.  Each NSF directorate is required to submit a report to the
Director’s Office, via its advisory committee and Committee of Visitors (COV) process
on its progress in meeting GPRA performance goals for results.  The four performance
goals for results focus on (1) discoveries, i.e., research leading to new knowledge and
techniques; (2) dissemination and use of the results of NSF awards;  (3) S&E workforce
preparation and diversity; and (4) improvement in mathematics and science skills.  The
first annual report, which summarizes NSF performance in meeting GPRA goals is due in
March 2000.

Directorate progress in meeting the GPRA goals will be determined utilizing specific
performance indicators outlined in the Plan.  Currently EHR programs vary in their
development of measures of the indicators that apply to their programmatic activities or
in the application of these measures to assess program results.

Questions

All EHR programs have been categorized by GPRA goals.  A set of substantive questions
to be addressed in determining the success of EHR’s programmatic activities in support
of GPRA goals are listed below.  Although the questions focus on program level
activities, the questions also could be applied to division or directorate-level activities.

• How do program objectives track with GPRA goal(s)?
• What are major program accomplishments related to GPRA goal(s)?
• Describe overall program/directorate implementation strategies for obtaining GPRA

goal(s).
• What are the major challenges in meeting GPRA goal(s)?
• What changes in the data collection process (coding, analysis or interpretation) would

make the program more responsive to relevant GPRA goal(s)?

Work to be Performed

The contractor will be responsible for a variety of assessment activities, as requested, for
EHR programs.  Tasks may include:
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• Assistance in operationalizing terms used in defining the performance goals or
indicators

• Assistance in the development of measures of goal indicators
• Conducting preliminary reviews and analyses of current data collection systems

(focus on content, quality and process)
• Facilitating data development, collection and analysis, including the design of an

assessment process and the identification of appropriate comparison groups
• Prepare and conduct training for EHR staff, contractors and grantees.
• Identification of additional data for explanation of results within the GPRA context
• Provision of a framework for the aggregation of information across levels (i.e.,

program, division, content clusters, directorate)

The Contractor also will be responsible for coordinating the collection of GPRA outcome
data for results (as specified in the NSF GPRA Performance Plan)  by other REC
evaluation contractors.

Deliverables

• Briefs defining relevant GPRA terminology.  Due 30 days after the initiation of the
task order.

• Framework identifying measures of goal indicators and the theoretical/conceptual
context for the use of data.  Due 3 months after the initiation of the task order.

• Summary of the results of a review of one or more data collection systems.  Due 4
months after the initiation of the task order.

• Management and analysis plans for specified data collection systems.  Due 5 months
after the initiation of the task order and continued as needed.

• List of relevant data sources (external).  Due 5 months after the initiation of the task
order

• OMB clearance package.  Due 6 months after the initiation of the task order.
• A plan to coordinate the collection of GPRA outcome data by other REC evaluation

contractors  Due 6 months after the initiation of the task order..
• Summary of efforts to coordinate data collection by other REC contractors.  Due

annually in December and July.
• Summary of the analysis of program data in support of GPRA outcome goals.

Interim and final reports due respectively in July and December, annually,

Period of Performance and Expected Level of Effort

It is anticipated that the task duration will be five years.  The annual level of effort is
estimated to be 5.0 fte.

NOTE: For additional information including a copy of the NSF GPRA Performance Plan:
GPRA Homepage: http://www.nsf.gov/od/gpra



RFP CPO 99-020

Page 41

Attachment 3
Evaluation of the Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation Program

Background

One of the premiere NSF programs focused on expanding diversity in the SMET
workforce is the Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation Program (AMP).
Initiated in 1991 this multidisciplinary, comprehensive undergraduate program has the
goal of increasing the quantity and qualifications of U.S. students receiving baccalaureate
degrees in SMET and increasing the number of U.S. students entering graduate school to
attain the Ph.D.  The intent of the program is to empower the students for success in
entering into and advancing in the SMET workforce.  In 1998 AMP served over 182,000
undergraduate students.  In 1997 AMP institutions conferred bachelors degrees in SMET-
related fields on more than 16,000 students.  To date a comprehensive evaluation has not
been performed on this program although there is a database containing descriptive and
output data.

Evaluation Questions

The Contractor is to design and implement an evaluation that will assess persistence and
attainment rates, and determining program impact on the SMET infrastructure.  The
evaluation also will examine program activities in support of the integration of research
and education.  Substantive questions to be addressed are:

1. What factors or strategies inhibited or accelerated the attainment of program goals?
2. What mix of strategies is being employed to promote linkages between this and other

HRD programs focused on increasing diversity in the S&E workforce?  Has this mix
been effective?

3. Has the program incorporated the NSF increased emphasis on the integration of
research and education?  What strategies have been employed?

4. Has this set of projects contributed to the scholarly body of work about effective
practices or strategies to address diversity in the S&E workforce?

5. What has been the impact of this program on the infrastructure in undergraduate and
graduate institutions (e.g., altered policies and practices, innovations, etc.) in
promoting diversity in SMET?

6. Based on within and between group (cohort) comparisons how have programmatic
efforts influenced the diversity patterns of selected enrollment, persistence and
attainment rates:

SMET BS degrees awarded to U.S. citizens
Graduate enrollment by SMET fields for U.S. citizens
SMET Ph.D. degrees awarded to U.S. citizens
SMET employment patterns in higher education by type of institution and field of
study

7. Can theoretical frameworks or theories of action be identified from program results to
guide national and/or institutional efforts for achieving and sustaining diversity in the
SMET workforce?
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Work to Be Performed

This evaluation effort will need to document and synthesize qualitative and quantitative
data across AMP projects to determine program effectiveness in achieving diversity in
S&E workforce.  LSAMP has a database of existing program monitoring information. A
description of the types of information available can be found at http:/www.ehr.nsf.gov/
ehr/rec/pubs/LSAMP/.  Proposers should plan to make maximal used of these existing
data.

In designing the evaluation the Contractor must determine an appropriate mechanism for
the identification of comparison datas, how to identify linkages between program
activities and outcomes, and outline an effective process to verify outcome data.

 Sub-task 1.  Appoint an Expert Panel to advise the evaluation.  The contractor shall
consult with staff from HRD and REC to identify up to 7 members reflecting content
knowledge, program development, and evaluation knowledge.  The Panel will meet
annually during the course of the evaluation.  .

Sub-task 2.  Conduct an analysis of relevant extant literature to provide guidance for
identifying a set of complementary theory-driven models for achieving workforce
diversity and to assess the AMP program’s portfolio of strategies.

Sub-task 3.  Revise evaluation plan in light of the literature and program review. A
mixed-method design is needed that draws on the review of the literature and projects to
identify working models deemed highly effective in addressing concerns such as bridging
opportunities from pre-college to post-baccalaureate, leveraging fiscal support and
critical institutional/department connections for both infusing/embedding diversity in
high quality undergraduate education and increasing the minority representation in the
SMET workforce.  Evidence of institutionalization, replication, and/or sustained
collaborations among projects and between project partners are expected to be an
important consideration in the identification and study of working models

Sub-task 4.  Collect and analyze data as appropriate.  To evaluate the outcomes and
impacts of the AMP program the Contractor is expected to utilize existing national and
program-based data, and to collect additional data as warranted by the review of current
materials.

Sub-task 5.  Prepare annual and final reports.  An oral briefing should also be given each
year of the project that summarizes the work  and findings, to date.

Deliverables

1. Proposed list of Advisory Panel members.  Due 30 days after the initiation of the task
order.
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2. Review of the relevant literature and the AMP portfolio  Due 4 months after initiation
of task order.

3. Revised evaluation plan, including a system for data verification, the identification of
appropriate comparison groups and schedules of meetings and site visits.  Due 4
months after initiation of task order.

4. Drafts of instruments and OMB submissions.  Due 7 months after initiation of task
order.

5. Site visits reports.  Due within 30 days of the completion of each site visit.
6. Evaluation /briefings.  Due each year of the task at a time to be arranged later.
7. Annual and final reports. Annual report due on the anniversary date of the award.

Final report due 36 months after the initiation of the contract.
8. Assessment of program accomplishments under relevant GPRA performance goals.

Due June 30th of each year of the award.

Period of Performance and Expected Level of Effort

It is anticipated that the task duration will be three years with an estimated 3.5 fte per
year.

NOTE: For additional information on the AMP Web site:
 http://www.ehr.nsf.gov/ehr/hrd/
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ATTACHMENT (4)
CONTRACT LISTING

A separate form must be completed by the offeror for each contract awarded the
organization within the past three years.
Contractor Name:  ____________________________________________________

             Address:   ____________________________________________________

                              ____________________________________________________

                              ____________________________________________________

                              ____________________________________________________

Name of Contracting activity:  ___________________________________________

Contract number:______________________________________________________

Contract type:
Negotiated ÿ
Sealed Bid ÿ
Fixed Price ÿ
Cost Reimbursement ÿ

Total Contract value:
Status:                         active:    ÿ     complete:     ÿ

Project title/brief description (add ONE additional page, if necessary):

Contracting officer :  _________________________________________________

      Phone number :  _________________________________________________

      FAX   number :  _________________________________________________

Administrative contracting officer:  ______________________________________

      Phone number :  _________________________________________________

Program manager :   _________________________________________________

      Phone number :  _________________________________________________

Contracting Officer’s Technical Representative:  ___________________________

      Phone number :  _________________________________________________

List of major subcontractors:
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ATTACHMENT (5)
CONTRACTOR PAST PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

(Check appropriate Box)

  Performance Elements 1 2 3 4 5

  1.  Quality of  Product or Service

  2.  Cost Control

  3.  Timeliness of Performance

  4.  Business Relations

Total Score: ___________________ [Sum Of The four Performance Elements]

  1 = unsatisfactory           2 = Poor           3 = Fair           4 = Good           5 = outstanding

EVALUATED BY:
A.  Organization: ______________________
B.  Name and Title: ______________________
                              Signature: ___________________________   Date:
__________________                       
C.  Remarks on satisfactory performance.*

D.  Remarks on outstanding performance:*

E.  Remarks on unsatisfactory performance:*

Note:  If verbal telephonic response received, complete the following:

Information obtained by:

Printed name:  ______________________________________________

                               Signature:  ____________________________ Date:  ____________

*Provide data supporting this observation.
 Attach continuation page if necessary; state the item number being addressed.
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ATTACHMENT (6)

SAMPLE
CLIENT AUTHORIZATION LETTER

Dear “Client”:
We are currently responding to the National Science Foundation’s Request for Proposal
number __________________ for the procurement of _______________________.  The
Foundation has placed an increased emphasis in their procurements on past performance
as a source selection factor.  They require that clients of entities responding to their
solicitations be identified and their participation in the evaluation process be requested.
In the event you are contacted for information on work we have performed, you are
hereby authorized to respond to those inquiries.
We have identified Mr./Ms.______________________ and
Mr./Ms._____________________of your organization as the points of contact based on
their knowledge concerning our work.  Your cooperation is appreciated.  Any questions
may be directed to ___________________________.
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ATTACHMENT (7)
CERTIFICATE OF CURRENT COST OR PRICING DATA

This is to certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the cost or pricing data (as
defined in section 15.801 of the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) and required
under FAR subsection 15.804-2) submitted, either actually or by specific identification in
writing, to the contracting officer or to the contracting officer’s representative in support
of _____ * are accurate, complete, and current as of _________**.  This certification
includes the cost or pricing data supporting any advance agreements and forward pricing
rate agreements between the offeror and the Government that are part of the proposal.
Firm   _______________________________
Signature__________________________________
Name  ______________________________________

Title  ______________________________________

Date of execution***_________________
*Identify the proposal, quotation, request for price adjustment, or other submission
involved, giving the appropriate identifying number (e.g., RFP No.).
**Insert the day, month, and year when price negotiations were concluded and price
agreement was reached.
***Insert the day, month, and year of signing, which should be as close as practicable to
the date when the price negotiations were concluded and the contract price was agreed to.
(End of certificate)
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Part IV

SECTION K REPRESENTATIONS, CERTIFICATIONS AND OTHER

STATEMENTS OF OFFERORS

K.1   OFFEROR REPRESENTATIONS AND CERTIFICATIONS

By signature in Block 17 of Standard Form 33 (which is the face page of this
solicitation), the offeror certifies that (i) all Representations and Certifications contained
in the solicitation and offer are complete, current and accurate as required, (ii) the offeror
is aware that award of any contract to the offeror shall be considered to have incorporated
the applicable Representations and Certifications by reference in accordance with FAR
14.201-1(c) or 15.406-1(b), and (iii) the offeror is aware of the penalty prescribed in 18
U.S.C. 1001 for making false statements in proposals.  The Representations and
Certifications contained in this section should be carefully reviewed, filled in as
appropriate, and included in offers as required under Section L.

K.2    52.252-1 SOLICITATION PROVISIONS INCORPORATED BY
REFERENCE  (FEB 1998)

This solicitation incorporates one or more solicitation provisions by reference, with the
same force and effect as if they were given in full text.  Upon request, the Contracting
Officer will make their full text available. The offeror is cautioned that the listed
provisions may include blocks that must be completed by the offeror and submitted with
its quotation or offer.  In lieu of submitting the full text of those provisions, the offeror
may identify the provision by paragraph identifier and provide the appropriate
information with its quotation or offer. Also, the full text of a solicitation provision may
be accessed electronically at this/these address(es):

WWW.ARNET.GOV

52.203-11       CERTIFICATION AND DISCLOSURE REGARDING PAYMENTS TO 
INFLUENCE  CERTAIN FEDERAL TRANSACTIONS     APR 1991

52.204-5 WOMEN-OWNED BUSINESS (OTHER THAN SMALL BUSINESS) 
(_____Is/_____Is Not) MAY 1999

52.222-21       PROHIBITION OF SEGREGATED FACILITIES     FEB 1999
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K.3   SOLICITATION PROVISIONS INCORPORATED BY FULL TEXT

52.204-3 TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION  (OCT 1998)

(a) Definitions.

“Common parent," as used in this solicitation provision, means that corporate entity that
owns or controls an affiliated group of corporations that files its Federal income tax
returns on a consolidated basis, and of which the offeror is a member.

"Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)," as used in this provision, means the number
required by the IRS to be used by the offeror in reporting income tax and other returns.
The TIN may be either a Social Security Number or an Employer Identification Number.

(b) All offerors are required to submit the information required in paragraphs (d) through
(f) of this provision in order to comply with debt collection requirements of 31 U.S.C.
7701(c) and 3325(d), reporting requirements of 26 U.S.C. 6041, 6041A, and 6050M and
implementing regulations issued by the IRS.  If the resulting contract is subject to
reporting requirements described in FAR 4.904, the failure or refusal by the offeror to
furnish the information may result in a 31 percent reduction of payments otherwise due
under the contract.

(c) The TIN may be used by the Government to collect and report on any delinquent
amounts arising out of the offeror’s relationship with the Government (31 U.S.C.
7701(c)(3)). If the resulting contract is subject to the payment reporting requirements
described in FAR 4.904, the TIN provided hereunder may be matched with IRS records
to verify the accuracy of the offeror’s TIN.

(d) Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN).

___ TIN: _____________________.

___ TIN has been applied for.

___ TIN is not required because:

___ Offeror is a nonresident alien, foreign corporation, or foreign partnership that
does not have income effectively connected with the conduct of a trade or business in the
U.S. and does not have an office or place of business or a fiscal paying agent in the U.S.;

___ Offeror is an agency or instrumentality of a foreign government;

___ Offeror is an agency or instrumentality of the Federal Government;
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(e) Type of organization

___ Sole proprietorship
___ Partnership
___ Corporate Entity (not tax-exempt)
___ Corporate Entity (tax-exempt)
___ Government Entity (Federal, State or local)
___ Foreign Government
___ International Organization per 26 CFR 1.6049-4
___ Other

(f) Common Parent.

___ Offeror is not owned or controlled by a common parent as defined in paragraph (a) of
this provision.

___ Name and TIN of common parent:

Name _____________________________

TIN ______________________________

52.209-5 CERTIFICATION REGARDING DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION,
PROPOSED DEBARMENT, AND OTHER RESPONSIBILITY MATTERS

(MAR 1996)

(a) The Offeror certifies:

(1) to the best of its knowledge and belief, that:

(i) The Offeror and/or any of its Principals:

(A) Are ( ) are not ( ) presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, or declared
ineligible for the award of contracts by any Federal agency;

(B) Have ( ) have not ( ), within a 3-year period preceding this offer, been convicted of or
had a civil judgment rendered against them for: commission of fraud or a criminal
offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public
(Federal, state, or local) contract or subcontract; violation of Federal or state antitrust
statutes relating to the submission of offers; or commission of embezzlement, theft,
forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, tax
evasion, or receiving stolen property; and
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(C) Are ( ) are not ( ) presently indicted for, or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by
a governmental entity with, commission of any of the offenses enumerated in subdivision
(a)(1)(i)(B) of this provision.

(ii) The Offeror has ( ) has not ( ), within a 3-year period preceding this offer, had one or
more contracts terminated for default by any Federal agency.

(2) "Principals," for the purposes of this certification, means officers; directors; owners;
partners; and, persons having primary management or supervisory responsibilities within
a business entity (e.g., general manager; plant manager; head of a subsidiary, division, or
business segment, and similar positions).

This certification concerns a matter within the jurisdiction of an agency of the United
States and the making of a false, fictitious, or fraudulent certification may render the
maker subject to prosecution under section 1001, title 18, United States Code.

(b) The Offeror shall provide immediate written notice to the Contracting Officer if, at
any time prior to contract award, the Offeror learns that its certification was erroneous
when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of changed circumstances.

(c) A certification that any of the items in paragraph (a) of this provision exists will not
necessarily result in withholding of an award under this solicitation.  However, the
certification will be considered in connection with a determination of the Offeror's
responsibility. Failure of the Offeror to furnish a certification or provide such additional
information as requested by the Contracting Officer may render the Offeror
nonresponsible.

(d) Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require establishment of a
system of records in order to render, in good faith, the certification required by paragraph
(a) of this provision.  The knowledge and information of an Offeror is not required to
exceed that which is normally possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of
business dealings.

(e) The certification in paragraph (a) of this provision is a material representation of fact
upon which reliance was placed when making award. If it is later determined that the
Offeror knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, in addition to other remedies
available to the Government, the Contracting Officer may terminate the contract resulting
from this solicitation for default.

(End of provision)

52.215-6 PLACE OF PERFORMANCE  (OCT 1997)

(a) The offeror or respondent, in the performance of any contract resulting from this
solicitation, ___ intends, ___ does not intend (check applicable block) to use one or more
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plants or facilities located at a different address from the address of the offeror or quoter
as indicated in this proposal or quotation.

(b) If the offeror or quoter checks intends in paragraph (a) above, it shall insert in the
spaces provided below the required information:

Place of Performance                Name and address of Owner
(Street Address, City,              and Operator of the Plant or
County, State, Zip Code)            Facility if Other than

                                  Offeror or Respondent
__________________________          ____________________________
__________________________          ____________________________
__________________________          ____________________________

(End of provision)

52.215-7  ANNUAL REPRESENTATIONS AND CERTIFICATIONS--
NEGOTIATION  (OCT 1997)

The offeror has (check the appropriate block):

___  (a) Submitted to the contracting office issuing this solicitation, annual
representations and certifications dated [insert date of signature on submission] which are
incorporated herein by reference and are current, accurate, and complete as of the date of
this offer, except as follows [insert changes that affect only this solicitation; if "none," so
state]:

___  (b) Enclosed its annual representations and certifications.

(End of provision)

52.219-1 SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAM REPRESENTATIONS  (OCT 1998)

(a)(1) The standard industrial classification (SIC) code for this acquisition is 8742.

(2) The small business size standard is $5.0 million.

(3) The small business size standard for a concern which submits an offer in its own
name, other than on a construction or service contract, but which proposes to furnish a
product which it did not itself manufacture, is 500 employees.
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(b) Representations.

(1) The offeror represents as part of its offer that it ( ) is, ( ) is not a small business
concern.

(2) (Complete only if offeror represented itself as a small business concern in block (b)(1)
of this section.) The offeror represents, for general statistical purposes, that it ( ) is, ( ) is
not, a small disadvantaged business concern as defined in 13 CFR 124.1002.

(3)  (Complete only if offeror represented itself as a small business concern in block
(b)(1) of this section.)  The offeror represents as part of its offer that it ( ) is, ( ) is not
a women-owned small business concern.

(c) Definitions.

“Small business concern,” as used in this provision, means a concern, including its
affiliates, that is independently owned and operated, not dominant in the field of
operation in which it is bidding on Government contracts, and qualified as a small
business under the criteria in 13 CFR Part 121 and the size standard in paragraph (a) of
this provision.

 “Women-owned small business concern,” as used in this provision, means a small
business concern--

(1) Which is at least 51 percent owned by one or more women or, in the case of
any publicly owned business, at least 51 percent of the stock of which is owned
by one or more women; and

(2) Whose management and daily business operations are controlled by one or
more women.

(d) Notice. (1) If this solicitation is for supplies and has been set aside, in whole or in
part, for small business concerns, then the clause in this solicitation providing notice of
the set-aside contains restrictions on the source of the end items to be furnished.

(2) Under 15 U.S.C. 645(d), any person who misrepresents a firm's status as a small or
small disadvantaged business concern in order to obtain a contract to be awarded under
the preference programs established pursuant to sections 8(a), 8(d), 9, or 15 of the Small
Business Act or any other provision of Federal law that specifically references section
8(d) for a definition of program eligibility, shall--

(i) Be punished by imposition of fine, imprisonment, or both;

(ii) Be subject to administrative remedies, including suspension and debarment;
and



RFP CPO 99-020

Page 54

(iii) Be ineligible for participation in programs conducted under the authority of
the Act.

(End of provision)

52.219-22 SMALL DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS STATUS (OCT 1998)

(a) General. This provision is used to assess an offeror’s small disadvantaged business
status for the purpose of obtaining a benefit on this solicitation. Status as a small
business and status as a small disadvantaged business for general statistical purposes
is covered by the provision at FAR 52.219-1, Small Business Program
Representation.

(b) Representations. (1) General. The offeror represents, as part of its offer, that it is a
small business under the size standard applicable to this acquisition; and either --

___ (i) It has received certification by the Small Business Administration as a
small disadvantaged business concern consistent with 13 CFR 124, Subpart B;
and

(A) No material change in disadvantaged ownership and control has
occurred since its certification;

(B) Where the concern is owned by one or more disadvantaged
individuals, the net worth of each individual upon whom the
certification is based does not exceed $750,000 after taking into
account the applicable exclusions set forth at 13 CFR 124.104(c)(2);
and

(C) It is listed, on the date of this representation, on the register of small
disadvantaged business concerns maintained by the SBA or

___ (ii) It has submitted a completed application to the SBA or a Private Certifier
to be certified as a small disadvantaged business concern in accordance with 13
CFR 124, Subpart B, and a decision on the application is pending, and that no
material change in disadvantaged ownership and control has occurred since its
application was submitted.

___ (2) For Joint Ventures. The offeror represents, as part of its offer, that
it is a joint venture that complies with the requirements at 13 CFR 124.1002(f)
and that the representation in paragraph (b)(1) of this provision is accurate for the
small disadvantaged business concern that is participating in the joint venture.
[The offeror shall enter the name of the small disadvantaged business concern
that is participating in the joint
venture:_____________________________________________________.]

(c) Penalties and Remedies. Anyone who misrepresents any aspect of the disadvantaged
status of a concern for the purposes of securing a contract or subcontract shall ---

(1) Be punished by imposition of a fine, imprisonment, or both;
(2) Be subject to administrative remedies, including suspension and debarment;

and
(3) Be ineligible for participation in programs conducted under the authority of

the Small Business Act.
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52.222-22 PREVIOUS CONTRACTS AND COMPLIANCE REPORTS (FEB 1999)

The offeror represents that -

(a) It ___ has, ___ has not participated in a previous contract or subcontract subject to the
Equal Opportunity clause of this solicitation;

(b) It ___ has, ___ has not, filed all required compliance reports; and

(c) Representations indicating submission of required compliance reports, signed by
proposed subcontractors, will be obtained before subcontract awards.

52.222-25 AFFIRMATIVE ACTION COMPLIANCE  (APR 1984)

The offeror represents that (a) it ___ has developed and has on file, ___ has not
developed and does not have on file, at each establishment, affirmative action programs
required by the rules and regulations of the Secretary of Labor (41 CFR 60-1 and 60-2),
or (b) it ___ has not previously had contracts subject to the written affirmative action
programs requirement of the rules and regulations of the Secretary of Labor.

(End of provision)

52.223-1 CLEAN AIR AND WATER CERTIFICATION  (APR 1984)

The Offeror certifies that -

(a) Any facility to be used in the performance of this proposed contract is ___ , is not ___
listed on the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) List of Violating Facilities;

(b) The Offeror will immediately notify the Contracting Officer, before award, of the
receipt of any communication from the Administrator, or a designee, of the EPA,
indicating that any facility that the Offeror proposes to use for the performance of the
contract is under consideration to be listed on the EPA List of Violating Facilities; and

(c) The Offeror will include a certification substantially the same as this certification,
including this paragraph (c), in every nonexempt subcontract.

(End of provision)
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52.230-1  COST ACCOUNTING STANDARDS NOTICES AND CERTIFICATION
( APR 1998)

Note: This notice does not apply to small businesses or foreign governments. This notice
is in three parts, identified by Roman numerals I through III.

Offerors shall examine each part and provide the requested information in order to
determine Cost Accounting Standards (CAS) requirements applicable to any resultant
contract.

If the offeror is an educational institution, Part II does not apply unless the contemplated
contract will be subject to full or modified CAS coverage pursuant to 48 CFR 9903.201-
2(c)(5) or 9903.201-2(c)(6), respectively.

I. Disclosure Statement--Cost Accounting Practices and Certification

(a)   Any contract in excess of $500,000 resulting from this solicitation will be subject to
the requirements of the Cost Accounting Standards Board (48 CFR Chapter 99), except
for those contracts which are exempt as specified in 48 CFR 9903.201-1.

(b)   Any offeror submitting a proposal which, if accepted, will result in a contract subject
to the requirements of 48 CFR Chapter 99 must, as a condition of contracting, submit a
Disclosure Statement as required by 48 CFR 9903.202. When required, the Disclosure
Statement must be submitted as a part of the offeror's proposal under this solicitation
unless the offeror has already submitted a Disclosure Statement disclosing the practices
used in connection with the pricing of this proposal. If an applicable Disclosure
Statement has already been submitted, the offeror may satisfy the requirement for
submission by providing the information requested in paragraph (c) of Part I of this
provision.

Caution: In the absence of specific regulations or agreement, a practice disclosed in a
Disclosure Statement shall not, by virtue of such disclosure, be deemed to be a proper,
approved, or agreed-to practice for pricing proposals or accumulating and reporting
contract performance cost data.

(c)   Check the appropriate box below:

q   (1) Certificate of Concurrent Submission of Disclosure Statement. The offeror hereby
certifies that, as a part of the offer, copies of the Disclosure Statement have been
submitted as follows:

(i)   Original and one copy to the cognizant Administrative Contracting Officer (ACO) or
cognizant Federal agency official authorized to act in that capacity (Federal official), as
applicable; and



RFP CPO 99-020

Page 57

(ii)   One copy to the cognizant Federal auditor.

(Disclosure must be on Form No. CASB DS-1 or CASB DS-2, as applicable. Forms may
be obtained from the cognizant ACO or Federal official and/or from the loose-leaf
version of the Federal Acquisition Regulation.)

Date of Disclosure Statement: __________________
Name and Address of Cognizant ACO or
Federal Official Where Filed: _________________________

The offeror further certifies that the practices used in estimating costs in pricing this
proposal are consistent with the cost accounting practices disclosed in the Disclosure
Statement.

q   (2) Certificate of Previously Submitted Disclosure Statement. The offeror hereby
certifies that the required Disclosure Statement was filed as follows:

Date of Disclosure Statement: __________________
Name and Address of Cognizant ACO or
Federal Official Where Filed: ________________________

The offeror further certifies that the practices used in estimating costs in pricing this
proposal are consistent with the cost accounting practices disclosed in the applicable
Disclosure Statement.

q   (3) Certificate of Monetary Exemption. The offeror hereby certifies that the offeror,
together with all divisions, subsidiaries, and affiliates under common control, did not
receive net awards of negotiated prime contracts and subcontracts subject to CAS totaling
more than $25 million (of which at least one award exceeded $1 million) in the cost
accounting period immediately preceding the period in which this proposal was
submitted. The offeror further certifies that if such status changes before an award
resulting from this proposal, the offeror will advise the Contracting Officer immediately.

q   (4) Certificate of Interim Exemption. The offeror hereby certifies that (i) the offeror
first exceeded the monetary exemption for disclosure, as defined in (3) of this subsection,
in the cost accounting period immediately preceding the period in which this offer was
submitted and (ii) in accordance with 48 CFR 9903.202-1, the offeror is not yet required
to submit a Disclosure Statement. The offeror further certifies that if an award resulting
from this proposal has not been made within 90 days after the end of that period, the
offeror will immediately submit a revised certificate to the Contracting Officer, in the
form specified under subparagraph (c)(1) or (c)(2) of Part I of this provision, as
appropriate, to verify submission of a completed Disclosure Statement.

Caution: Offerors currently required to disclose because they were awarded a CAS-
covered prime contract or subcontract of $25 million or more in the current cost
accounting period may not claim this exemption (4). Further, the exemption applies only
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in connection with proposals submitted before expiration of the 90-day period following
the cost accounting period in which the monetary exemption was exceeded.

II. Cost Accounting Standards--Eligibility for Modified Contract Coverage

If the offeror is eligible to use the modified provisions of 48 CFR 9903.201-2(b) and
elects to do so, the offeror shall indicate by checking the box below. Checking the box
below shall mean that the resultant contract is subject to the Disclosure and Consistency
of Cost Accounting Practices clause in lieu of the Cost Accounting Standards clause.

q   The offeror hereby claims an exemption from the Cost Accounting Standards clause
under the provisions of 48 CFR 9903.201-2(b) and certifies that the offeror is eligible for
use of the Disclosure and Consistency of Cost Accounting Practices clause because
during the cost accounting period immediately preceding the period in which this
proposal was submitted, the offeror received less than $25 million in awards of CAS-
covered prime contracts and subcontracts, or the offeror did not receive a single CAS-
covered award exceeding $1 million. The offeror further certifies that if such status
changes before an award resulting from this proposal, the offeror will advise the
Contracting Officer immediately.

Caution: An offeror may not claim the above eligibility for modified contract coverage if
this proposal is expected to result in the award of a CAS-covered contract of $25 million
or more or if, during its current cost accounting period, the offeror has been awarded a
single CAS-covered prime contract or subcontract of $25 million or more.

III. Additional Cost Accounting Standards Applicable to Existing Contracts

The offeror shall indicate below whether award of the contemplated contract would, in
accordance with subparagraph (a)(3) of the Cost Accounting Standards clause, require a
change in established cost accounting practices affecting existing contracts and
subcontracts.

q yes q no

(End of provision)

 [END OF SECTION]
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SECTION L - INSTRUCTIONS, CONDITIONS, AND NOTICES TO OFFERORS

L.1    52.252-1 SOLICITATION PROVISIONS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE
(FEB 1998)

This solicitation incorporates one or more solicitation provisions by reference, with the
same force and effect as if they were given in full text.  Upon request, the Contracting
Officer will make their full text available. The offeror is cautioned that the listed
provisions may include blocks that must be completed by the offeror and submitted with
its quotation or offer. In lieu of submitting the full text of those provisions, the offeror
may identify the provision by paragraph identifier and provide the appropriate
information with its quotation or offer. Also, the full text of a solicitation provision may
be accessed electronically at this/these address(es): WWW.ARNET.GOV

52.204-6         DATA UNIVERSAL NUMBERING SYSTEM (DUNS) NUMBER
 APR 1998

52.214-34       SUBMISSION OF OFFERS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
  APR 1991

52.214-35       SUBMISSION OF OFFERS IN U.S. CURRENCY   APR 1991

52.215-1         INSTRUCTIONS TO OFFERORS—COMPETITIVE ACQUISITION    
OCT 1997

52.215-16       FACILITIES CAPITAL COST OF MONEY       OCT 1997

52.219-24 SMALL DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS PARTICIPATION 
PROGRAM-TARGETS JAN 1999

52.222-46       EVALUATION OF COMPENSATION FOR PROFESSIONAL 
EMPLOYEES    FEB 1993

L.2    52.216-1 TYPE OF CONTRACT  (APR 1984)

The Government contemplates award of one or more cost-plus-fixed-fee (CPFF),
indefinite-delivery, indefinite-quantity contract(s) (IDIQ-task order) on a completion
basis (not level of effort) resulting from this solicitation.

(End of provision)
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L.3    52.233-2 SERVICE OF PROTEST.  (AUG 1996)

(a) Protests, as defined in section 33.101 of the Federal Acquisition Regulation, that are
filed directly with an agency, and copies of any protests that are filed with the General
Accounting Office (GAO), shall be served on the Contracting Officer (addressed as
follows) by obtaining written and dated acknowledgment of receipt from the Contracting
Officer at:

National Science Foundation
Division of Contracts, Policy, and Oversight
4201 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 475
Arlington, VA  22230

(b) The copy of any protest shall be received in the office designated above within one
day of filing a protest with the GAO.

(End of provision)

L.4   DISPOSAL OF UNSUCCESSFUL PROPOSALS

After award of contract, one copy of each unsuccessful proposal will be retained in the
official contract files and all other copies will be destroyed.

L.5   PROPOSAL ACCURACY

Proposals must set forth full accurate and complete information as required by the request
for proposal (including attachments).  There is a criminal penalty for making false
statements at 18 U.S.C. 1001.

L.6   CERTIFICATE OF CURRENT COST OR PRICING DATA

Offerors are advised that in accordance with FAR 15.403-4, a Certificate of Current Cost
or Pricing Data is required prior to award of any negotiated contract expected to exceed
$500,000.  In accordance with FAR 15.403-5, offerors may submit a request for
exception from the requirement to submit cost or pricing data.

The offeror will be required to certify (by use of the CERTIFICATE OF CURRENT
COST OR PRICING DATA set forth in FAR 15.406-2 and attached to this RFP in
Section J at Attachment #7) that the cost or pricing data submitted or identified are
accurate, complete and current as of the date the contractor and the Government agreed
on a price.
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L.7  PROPOSAL PREPARATION INSTRUCTIONS

A.  GENERAL INFORMATION

(1)  The proposal must consist of the following PHYSICALLY separate volumes,
individually titled as shown below:

- Volume I - Technical Proposal Volume (1 original & 10 copies)
- Volume II - Business Proposal Volume (1 original & 3 copies)
- Volume III - Past Performance Volume (1 original & 3 copies)

Please note that business proposals must be submitted as a separate document from
technical proposals to allow independent evaluation of the technical and business factors.
No price or cost information is to be included in the technical proposal or in any letter of
transmittal, but this shall not prevent the Contracting Officer from providing the Business
Proposal to those scoring the technical evaluations as the Contracting Officer deems
appropriate.

(2) In accordance with SECTION M – Evaluation Factors for Award, the panel will
review a firm’s overall capability to determine which firms possess superior capabilities
to perform the type and kind of task orders that will be required in order to receive a task
order contract.  The three (3) tasks provided with this RFP are considered to be part of the
technical proposal because they should provide examples of a firm’s capabilities to
address actual evaluation problems.  Statements of work for these tasks are attached at
Section J,  Attachments 1-3.  Other tasks will be requested under these task order
contracts as needs arise throughout the period of performance.

In the technical proposal, each offeror shall include delineated task plans for all three
of the tasks that are provided as Attachments One through Three in Section J of this
solicitation.  Further instructions are provided in the Introduction to Attachments 1-3 in
Section J.  The Government may award the task orders concurrently at the time of
contract award(s). Individual tasks, of course, shall be awarded only to those competitors
who are awarded a contract.  However, it is understood that an offeror may be awarded a
contract and not receive one of the three (3) individual task orders.

(3)  Any exceptions (including deviations and conditional assumptions) taken with
respect to this solicitation should be adequately explained.  Such exceptions will not, of
themselves, automatically cause a proposal to be termed nonresponsive.  A large number
of exceptions, or one or more significant exceptions not providing any obvious benefit to
the Government may, however, result in rejection of such proposal(s) as nonresponsive.
Highlight exceptions in the margin of the proposal where they appear in the text.

(4)  Information in offerors’ proposals must be furnished entirely in compliance with
instructions and be complete within itself.  No information or material may be
incorporated in the proposal by reference.
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The following instructions are provided to assist the Offeror in understanding the
information needed to make an objective selection of the contractor for this proposed
procurement.  Since this information constitutes the major basis for formal judgment, it
will be advantageous to the Offeror to present a proposal in a clear, concise manner and
in terms understandable to those who may be unfamiliar with the Offeror's detailed
intentions and reasoning process.  Responses should follow the Statement of Work to the
extent practicable.

(5)  The proposal must be signed by an official authorized to bind an offeror and must
stipulate that it is predicated upon all the terms and conditions of this RFP.  The Cover
Page should include RFP title, number, name of organization, identification of the
proposal volume, and whether the proposal is an “original” or a “copy.”

(6)  The proposal submitted in response to this request for proposals may contain data
(trade secrets; business data, e.g., commercial information, financial information, and
cost and pricing data; and technical data) which the offeror, including its prospective
subcontractor(s), does not want used or disclosed for any purpose other than for
evaluation of the proposal.  The use and disclosure of any data may be so restricted;
provided, that the Government determines that the data is not required to be disclosed
under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, as amended, and the offeror marks
the cover sheet of the proposal with the following legend, specifying the particular
portions of the proposal which are to be restricted in accordance with the conditions of
the legend.  The Government's determination to withhold or disclose a record will be
based upon the particular circumstances involving the record in question and whether the
record may be exempted from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act:

Unless disclosure is required by the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, as
amended, (the Act) as determined by Freedom of Information (FOI) Officials of
the National Science Foundation, data contained in the portions of this proposal
which have been specifically identified by page number, paragraph, etc. by the
offeror as containing restricted information shall not be used or disclosed except
for evaluation purposes.

The offeror acknowledges that the Foundation may not be able to withhold a record (data,
document, etc.) nor deny access to a record requested pursuant to the Act, and that the
Foundation's FOI officials must make that determination.  The offeror hereby agrees that
the Government is not liable for disclosure if the Foundation has determined that
disclosure is required by the Act.

If a contract is awarded to the offeror as a result of, or in connection with, the submission
of this proposal, the Government shall have the right to use or disclose the data to the
extent provided in the contract.  Proposals not resulting in a contract remain subject to the
Act.
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The offeror also agrees that the Government is not liable for disclosure or use of
unmarked data and may use or disclose the data for any purpose, including the release of
the information pursuant to requests under the Act.

The data subject to this restriction are contained in pages (insert page numbers, paragraph
designations, etc. or other identification).

In addition, the offeror should mark each page of data it wishes to restrict with the
following legend:

"Use of disclosure of data contained in this page is subject to the restriction on the
cover sheet of this proposal."

NOTE:  Offerors are cautioned that proposals submitted with the restrictive legends or
statements differing in substance from the above legend may not be considered for award.
The Government reserves the right to reject any proposal submitted with a
nonconforming legend.

(7)  The Government shall evaluate proposals in accordance with the criteria specifed in
Section M of this RFP and an approved Evaluation Plan set forth in the pre-award
contract file.

B.  TECHNICAL PROPOSAL VOLUME

Technical proposals shall be presented in the following format:

(1)  General.  Offerors should note that technical proposals which merely offer to
conduct a program in accordance with the requirements of the Government's Scope of
Work will be considered nonresponsive to this solicitation and will not be considered
further.

(2)  Format and Instructions for Preparation of Technical Proposals. To ensure
that a proposal is evaluated completely and given the full consideration to which it is
entitled, it must be submitted in the format described below:

NOTE:  The technical proposal [items (a) through (h)] shall not exceed sixty (60)
8.5" X 11" sized pages [12 point font], excluding apprendices, inclusive of the
fifteen pages for the three task plans specified in (f) below.  A page is defined
as one side per sheet of paper, double-spaced, with 1-inch margins.

(a) Table of Contents.  The “Table of Contents” should completely outline the
proposal so as to serve as a quick guide to its contents, including all charts, tables,
attachments, and other exhibits submitted.
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(b)  Summary/Introduction. (10 pages). This section should contain a brief
synopsis, not to exceed one page, of the proposal's salient features and a
conceptual framework, not exceeding nine pages. This section should reflect an
understanding of the ultimate purpose of the overall requirement and the rationale
under which the work will be undertaken, as well as the immediate results to be
achieved under each task proposal to be undertaken by the offeror.

 (c)  Management and Work Plan.  This section should demonstrate a clear
understanding of the purposes of the proposed effort and describe how the project
is to be organized and managed, including the coordination of consultants and/or
subcontractors.  The plan should provide a discussion of the critical issues that
must be addressed in order to succeed, including detailed plans proposed by the
contractor for carrying out the work described in the Statement of Work.  The
major problems anticipated in carrying out the proposed tasks should be identified
and strategies that will be used in addressing these problems should be described
in detail.

(d) Staff Capability.  The offeror should indicate the qualifications and person-
hours or days available for the personnel to be employed on this project, including
consultants and subcontractor personnel and the role for each.  The offeror shall
submit brief resumes for all key personnel in this section.  The resumes shall
include specific information on each individual's education, past experience and
most recent experience in this area.  Education and experience in science,
mathematics, engineering and technology should be highlighted.  Full resumes
should be placed in an appendix.

List names and titles of additional personnel, if any, who will be required for full-
time employment, or on a subcontract or consultant basis.  The technical areas,
character, and extent of subcontract or consultant activity will be indicated and
the anticipated sources will be specified and qualified.  For all proposed personnel
who are not currently members of the offeror's staff, a letter of commitment or
other evidence of availability is required.  A resume does not meet this
requirement.  Commitment letters for use of consultants and other personnel to be
hired must include:

-The specific items or expertise they will provide.

-Their availability to the project and the amount of time anticipated.

-Willingness to act as a consultant.

(e) Corporate (Organizational) Experience, Capability and Facilities.  This
section should list and summarize any previous or ongoing projects of the
offeror's organization or of its proposed subcontractors that are similar or related
to this one in content or methodology and which would especially qualify the
offeror to perform the work set forth in the proposed Statement of Work.
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Provide up to five examples of relevant experience that include the
following information:

Title of project
Concise summary (approximately 100 words)
Government agency/organization that awarded the contract
Point of contact (name and telephone number) of the responsible
contracting officer and technical contact who can provide reference
information on each procurement
Contract or award number
Period of performance and total award amount
Names of personnel in offeror's proposal who worked on the
project

This section must also contain a description of the contractor and sub-contractors
previously working together as partners and/or a plan for how they intend to
develop a mutually beneficial partnership under this contract.  Shared decision-
making and complementary assignment of work are two examples of how a
partnership might be demonstrated.  Simply establishing a legal relationship is not
considered a partnership for this competition.

(f)  Three Task Plans. (5 pages each) The task plans shall contain the following
sections:

Rationale for the plan
Work to be carried out and time chart
Key personnel and assignments

(g)  Proprietary Software.  If the offeror proposes the use of any proprietary
software in performance of this effort, the offeror should specifically identify each
item of said proprietary software.

(h)  Deviations, exceptions or conditional assumptions.  Explain any deviations,
exceptions, or conditional assumptions taken with respect to the technical
proposal and the technical requirements of this solicitation.  Any deviations,
exceptions, etc., must be supported by sufficient amplifications and justification
to permit evaluation.  An alternate proposal in addition to a responsive proposal
may be more appropriate for the offeror in lieu of many deviations, exceptions, or
conditional assumptions.

C.  BUSINESS PROPOSAL VOLUME

Offerors are advised that the Government anticipates award of a cost-reimbursement-no
fee or cost-plus-fixed-fee (depending on the type of organization), indefinite-delivery,
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indefinite quantity contract on a task order, completion type basis resulting from this
solicitation.  Offerors are  requested to prepare their proposals accordingly.

Business Proposals shall contain the following:

-Executed SF33 and Section K
-Cost/price proposal for each proposed task
-Other information

Block 12 through 18 of the SF 33 (Page 1 of this RFP) must be filled in as appropriate
and returned with a properly completed Section K.  The balance of the solicitation need
not be returned.  Please note that the business proposals must be submitted as a separate
document from the technical proposal to allow  independent evaluations of the business
and technical factors.  NO COST  INFORMATION IS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE
TECHNICAL PROPOSAL OR LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

The next section of the cost/price proposal must contain the following information:

(1) The offeror must propose a fully detailed budget and substantiate the costs proposed
in the budgets.  Offerors shall include a detailed breakdown of costs by cost element.
Supporting documentation should also be provided for all proposed subcontracts
exceeding $500,000.  The following list of cost elements is provided for general
guidance:

(a) Direct Labor

Provide a time-phased (e.g., monthly, quarterly, etc.) breakdown of
labor hours, rates, and cost by appropriate category.  Key personnel
should be separately estimated. Give the basis for the estimates in each
case.

 (b) Materials

Provide a consolidated price summary of individual material quantities
included in the various tasks or contract line items being proposed and
the basis for pricing (vendor quotes, invoice prices, etc.).

(c) Subcontracted Items

Include parts, components, assemblies, and services that are to be
produced or performed by others in accordance with offeror's design,
specifications, or direction and that are applicable only to the prime
contract.  For each subcontract over $500,000, the support should
provide a listing by source, item, quantity, price, type of subcontract,
degree of competition, and basis for establishing source and
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reasonableness of price, as well as the results of review and evaluation
of subcontract proposals as required by FAR 15.403-4.

(d) Raw Materials

Consists of material in a form or state that requires further processing.
Provide priced quantities of items required for the proposal.

(e) Purchased Parts

Includes material items not covered above.  Provide priced quantities of
items required for the proposal.
(f) Fringe Benefits

Show fringe benefits as a separate line item. Include the rate(s) and/or
method of calculating fringe benefits. Provide a copy of your fringe
benefit rate or institutional guidelines.

(g) Indirect Costs

Indicate how offeror has computed and applied offeror's indirect costs,
including cost breakdowns, and provide a basis for evaluating the
reasonableness of proposed rates.  Indicate the rates used and provide
an appropriate explanation.  Where a rate agreement exists, provide a
copy.

(h) Special Equipment

If direct charged, list any equipment proposed including description,
price, quantity, total price, purchase or lease, and the basis for pricing.

(i) Travel

Provide the cost of travel including destination, duration, purpose, per
diem, transportation, and the bases for pricing.

(j) Other Costs

List all other costs not otherwise included in the categories described
above (e.g., computer services and consultant services) and provide
basis for pricing.

(k) Fee (if applicable)

The percent of fixed fee proposed on the total estimated costs.
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 (2) Explain any deviations, exceptions, or conditional assumptions taken with  respect to
the cost/price proposal instructions and requirements.  Any  deviations, exceptions, etc.,
must be supported by sufficient amplification and  justification to permit evaluation.

(3) Proprietary Software.  If the offeror proposes the use of any proprietary software in
performance of this effort, the offeror should specifically identify each item of said
proprietary software and provide a cross-reference to its location in the technical
proposal.

The last section of the Business Proposal Volume must contain the following
information for Government analysis of the "Other Business Factors" proposal.

(a) FINANCIAL CONDITION AND CAPABILITY - Information on financial
condition, capability and background of the  organization.  Enclose a copy of the
organization's annual financial statements  (e.g. Balance Sheet, Profit and Loss Statement
and Annual Reports), for the  last three (3) consecutive years of operation and other
documentation to clearly explain its current financial strength and resource capability,
and current credit rating.

(b) PROPOSED SUBCONTRACTOR EFFORT - Discussion of the roles and functions
of proposed subcontractor(s) as they  relate to the total efforts, amount and level of
responsibility and  organizational structure.

(c) WORK PRIORITY - Discussion of the priority placed by the offeror's organization on
the work being proposed and the importance of such work to the organization.  Discuss
commitments the organization has or anticipates that might conflict with performance of
this requirement.  Consideration shall also be given to the commitments of the proposed
subcontractor(s), if applicable.

(d) SMALL DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS PARTICIPATION GOAL – The extent of
participation by Small Disadvantaged Business (SDB) concerns in performance of the
contract, in the SIC Major Groups as determined by the Department of Commerce, and to
the extent authorized by law, shall be evaluated.  Participation in performance of the
contract includes joint ventures, teaming arrangements, and subcontracts.  Credit under
this evaluation factor is not available to SDB concerns that receive a price
evaluation adjustment in accordance with FAR 19.11.  If an SDB, offering as the
prime contractor, waives the price evaluation adjustment as described herein,
participation in performance of this contract shall include the work expected to be
performed by the SDB at the prime contract level.  The offeror shall specifically identify
targets, expressed as dollars and percentages of total contract value, for SDB participation
in any of the SIC Major Groups as determined by the Department of Commerce.  The
targets may provide for participation by a prime contractor, joint venture partner, teaming
arrangement member, or subcontractor; however, the targets for subcontractors must be
listed separately.  The Government’s evaluation of the SDB participation goals as
proposed will include analysis of the extent to which SDB concerns are specifically
identified, the complexity and variety of the work SDB’s are to perform, and the extent of
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participation of SDB concerns in terms of the value of the total acquisition.

(e) GOVERNMENT APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEMS -  Statement of
whether all contractor systems such as accounting, purchasing  and estimating, which
require Governmental approval, are currently approved  without condition.  If not,
explain any existing conditional approvals and the  status of any for which approval is
currently withheld.  Describe any  management procedures or systems developed
expressly for this proposed  contract.

D.  PAST PERFORMANCE VOLUME

Offerors shall submit a PHYSICALLY separate volume containing past performance
information for both the offeror and proposed major subcontractors.

The offeror shall complete and submit one (1) form at attachment J-4 for ALL
CONTRACTS for REQUIREMENTS OF A SIMILAR NATURE awarded to the
organization during the past three years, completed or in progress, for Federal,
state, or local governments, or private sector sources in excess of $1,000,000 on
prime contractor efforts and $500,000 on subcontractor efforts.  All items on each
form shall be completed.

If information for the specified time frame cannot be provided, submit a brief explanation
(not to exceed one-half page).  Do not submit past performance information for years
prior to the last three.  If no past performance information is available, submit an
explanation and any past performance information for all key personnel related to the
requirements of this solicitation.

The offeror may provide information on problems, if any, which were encountered during
the performance period, corrective actions taken and the result of those actions.  Offerors
should not provide general information of their own performance on the identified
contracts; general performance information will be obtained from references
supplied.

The offeror may describe any quality awards or certifications that indicate the offeror
possesses a high-quality process for developing and producing the product or service.
This may include government quality awards or private sector awards or certifications.

Each offeror shall be evaluated on performance under existing and prior contracts for
similar products or services.  The Government shall focus on information that
demonstrates quality of performance relative to the size and complexity of the
procurement under consideration.

The Government shall attempt to verify past performance information on a reasonable
number of the identified contracts provided.  However, The Government reserves the
right to request performance evaluations from sources other than those provided in
response to this solicitation.
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If an offeror, or the proposed key personnel for the offeror, does not have a past
performance history similar to this type work, the offeror will receive a neutral numerical
score for that portion of the past performance criteria, defined as the average of the
highest and lowest numerical scores given for this portion of that criteria.

For information purposes, Attachment J-5 is an example of the contractor
performance evaluation questionnaire (survey) that will be used to collect past
performance information from the clients your organization lists on the attachment
at J-4, “Contract Listing.”

Your organization may wish to furnish a letter to commercial customers listed on
the “Contract Listing” who may be reluctant to complete the survey or release
information about a business relationship without an authorization from your
organization.  You may wish to use this letter as a sample to communicate your
authorization to commercial clients.  See the sample letter at Attachment J-6.

NOTE:  OFFERORS SHOULD ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED
UNDER ATTACHMENT J-4 IS ACCURATE AND CURRENT.

[END OF SECTION]
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SECTION M - EVALUATION FACTORS FOR AWARD

M.1. OVERALL BASIS FOR AWARD

Technical Evaluation Factors are significantly more important than cost or price
and other business factors for this acquisition.  The Government will select the
offer/offers deemed to be the most advantageous to the Government, cost/price and other
non-cost factors considered.  A tradeoff process, as described in FAR 15.101-1, will be
followed in determining the best value to the Government.

Section L contains narrative on technical, cost/price, and  past performance proposal
preparation. Offerors must submit enough information so that their proposals can be
evaluated based on the detailed criteria below.

M.2. METHOD OF AWARD

A.  General Procedures

1.  Offerors’ technical proposals shall be evaluated for merit, using the weighted
evaluation criteria contained in Subsection B., Technical Factors, below for scoring
purposes.  The technical evaluation will be conducted by a Government Technical
Evaluation Panel.  In accordance with FAR 52.215-1(see Section L), the Government
intends to evaluate proposals and award a contract(s) without discussions with
offerors (except clarifications as described in FAR 15.306(a)).  Therefore, offerors’
initial proposals should contain the best terms from a cost or price and technical
standpoint.  However, the Government reserves the right to conduct discussions if
the Contracting Officer later determines them to be necessary.

2.  Past Performance evaluations from offerors’ former and/or current clients shall be
solicited using Attachment #5 based on the contract listings submitted by offerors
utilizing Attachment #4.  Past performance evaluation will be conducted by a
Government Business Evaluation Panel in accordance with the weighted evaluation
criteria on Attachment #5 and in Subsection B. below.  If award will be made without
conducting discussions, offerors may be given the opportunity to clarify certain aspects
of proposals (e.g., the relevance of an offeror's past performance information and adverse
past performance information to which the offeror has not previously had an opportunity
to respond) or to resolve minor or clerical errors.

3.  Offerors’ proposed costs shall be considered independently of the technical criteria
and will not of themselves be given any specific numeric ratings.  Price and cost analysis,
as appropriate, shall be performed on all price/cost data provided by offerors to assess the
realism of the proposed costs and the probable cost/price to the Government. The
evaluation of the cost/price factor, while significantly less important than the technical
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factors evaluation in the source selection decision, will nevertheless be an important
consideration in the overall award decision. The cost/price factor assessment of
reasonableness and realism may be used as an aid in evaluating the offeror’s
understanding of the work requirement. The evaluated cost/price may become more
important if or when evaluated technical proposals become more equal during the
evaluation process.

4. Other business factors, as follows, shall be evaluated from information
collected from the offeror's business proposal volume, and obtained from
Government and other sources.  The other business factors are significantly less
important than cost or price.  The factors listed below are equal in importance to
each other.  The other business factors may increase in importance if evaluated
technical proposals and evaluated cost/price become more equal.

a.   Financial condition and capability will be evaluated to determine if
the offeror is able to undertake work associated with a requirement of this type
and magnitude.

b.  Proposed subcontractor effort will be evaluated to determine the role
and proposed function of any subcontractor(s) as they relate to the total efforts
and level of responsibility.

c.  Work priority will be evaluated regarding the extent of the
organization’s commitments, and possible conflict with NSF’s requirement.
 d. Small Disadvantaged Business Participation Goals will be evaluated to assess
the degree of participation by small disadvantaged businesses in contract performance.

e. Government Approved Administrative Systems will be evaluated to assess the
offeror’s ability to perform in accordance with established Government administrative
requirements.

B.  Technical Factors

TECHNICAL FACTORS will be evaluated by government staff persons having broad
familiarity with science, mathematics, engineering, and technology K-12, undergraduate,
and graduate education programs(SMET).  Proposals will be evaluated to determine the
relative merits of the offeror's proposal, in accordance with weighted evaluation criteria
set forth below.  The proposal should fully address each of the evaluation criteria and
subcriteria.  The Government shall assign a numerical score to the results of its
evaluation.

1. Experience with Program Evaluation and Monitoring Techniques (40 points
maximum)

Offeror’s substantive knowledge and experience, as discussed under Section C.3.d.1.

Offeror's prior experience and capability in other areas listed in the Statement of Work
Section C.3.
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Qualifications and aggregate experience of key personnel in appropriate evaluation
area(s).

Availability of key project staff to work on this contract.

2. Understanding of Issues and Problems Associated with Evaluation of Education
Programs and Selection of Technical Approaches  (40 points maximum)

Overall soundness of rationale that underlies technical approach.

Demonstrated understanding of the range of programs in SMET education reform
(including those in the EHR Directorate) and their varied evaluation needs.

Technical quality of response to sample tasks.

3. Management, Organization and Facilities  (20 points maximum)

Appropriate organizational structure and management approach.

Staffing plan that reflects understanding of NSF's needs.

Prior successful experience with proposed partners such as Educational Institutions
and/or convincing plan for establishing ongoing, mutually beneficial partnerships.

4. Past Performance  (20 points maximum)

Offerors should provide information indicating a proven track record in the following (for
other projects they have undertaken for NSF, other government agencies, and/or
nongovernmental organizations):

Quality and Accuracy of the
 Product or Service                               5 points maximum

Cost Control                                        5 points maximum

Timeliness of Performance                    5 points maximum

Customer Satisfaction                            5 points maximum

Maximum Total Points = 120

[END OF SECTION]


